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LETTER 1. | Ro 


4 Dear 1 


1 ATT my thanks fot your 1060 E 4 
I rejoice to hear of your perſeverance ®; 2 
'& thoſe ſentiments you had ſo zealouſly 3 
when you reſided among us; and fincerely wiſh 
you increaſing ſucceſs in the ſacre #7 
religion and virtue: fortitude to encounter Se = = 
ſeeming difficulty; reſignation to bear every r- 
peated diſcouragement. This is the ſeaſon of 
conflict, the hour of temptation; but amidſt all, 
religion proyides the firmeſt ſupports, admi- 8 Do 
niſters the moſt reviving conſolations, exhibits 1 
bo Rk: os proſpefts. > Es, 5 Y 
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1 I hope my dear friend has been enabled to 
= diſcern the ſupreme excellence, and inexpreſſible 
importance of religion; and that this conviftion 
wall produce an increaſing conformity to her 
precepts, and a ſteady attachment to her intereſt. 
Rich and various are the recompenſes ſhe be- 


flows: ſubſtantial and perpetual, they form the 


a felicity of a preſent uh and are only the faint 
anticipations of eterna# joys. How animating 
b the reflection! that there is an inheritance in- 
vorruptible, undefiled, and that ſadeth not away, 
reſerved in heaven for the perſevering believer; 
but language cannot fully expreſs the nature of 


how amazing that we ſhould heſitate 


pp W 
= 2 
"9 


. = 5s in the proſecution and aſcertainment of this hap- 


A prize ſo glorious,” one would think, 
w ben engage our unremitted ardour to ſecure 


5 frequently intervene, it is difficult to keep the 
9399 of faith conſtantly awake, and to preſerve 
8 the 


3 that inheritance, imagination (in its moſt tower- 
2 ing flight) cannot paint the extent and duration 
4 of it. Eye bath not ſeen, ear Rath not heard, nei- 
. ther can the human mind (in its preſent limited 
. late) conceive the glory that ſhall hereafter be 
J 3 - 5 Amidſt ſuch bright diſcoveries (for 
WE Wich we are unſpeakably indebted to divine 


| 55 or grow faint, in the ſhort and uncertain 


but in this region of ſhadows, where clouds 


k 
__ 
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hs wie in that elevated ſituation, adapted to a 


proſpeR, ſo nen! in an ſo A 8 ; 


in RO * TERS 42 


5 + beſt wiſhes are engaged for | my dear 
Aurelia's continual advancement in the life of 


_ generous ſenſibility you diſcovered on the oc 2 


4 
* 


* 4 ts | . 45 | 


ſpondent, may be a happy participant of the 
| ſame bleſſings. When you are diſpoſed to 


E: 


faith, holineſs, and happineſs. Preſent your 
ardent petitions that your unworthy corre- 


write, your letters will always be acceptable to, 


8 | Your obliged and affectionate Friend, Re. 1 


* * , js 
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Dear Friend, 1 5 1 


Y dear Matilda is ns po 
my thoughts ſince we parted and he 


caſion, claimed an earlier attention : but 


Thanks to kind Providence, we were con- 
ducted here in ſafety and health, though Ne; 4 


encountered ſome difficulties in the firſt flages 


.of the er. e ariſing from the peculiar; | 


* 


4 


Proviſional cordial proved very acceptable at 
thoſe ſeaſons. We had the happineſs of meeting 
Lucy in perfe@ health, who remembers, with a 


been favoured with many e ſeaſons of 


recreation. 


The late accounts from B- 
Jacent country are very diſtreſſing. The cala- 
mities occaſioned by the late flood, muſt affect 


de aſſured that you and yours eſcaped uninjured. 


I hope the waves were not permitted to invade 
your borders. To how many fatal contingencies 


5 juſtly obſerves, 


« Who builds on leſs than an immortal baſe, 
Fond as he ſeems, condemns his joys to death.“ 


7 Ing account of Mrs. D-—'s ſudden departure 
in a. it of apoplexy. What a ſtriking admo- 
* 4 "= - nition to be ready for the important hour! 
1 Then, whether the ſilver cord ſhould gradually 
= looſen, or inſtantaneouſly break, will not be 
a point of diſtreſſing ſolicitude. The: only mo- 
menteus concern is, to die happy and holy; 
A 80 * and 


inclemency of the weather; but my dear friend's 
grateful affection, the family where ſhe has 


-, and the ad- 


many families. We are peculiarly ſolicitous to 


Vuoour houſe being ſituated on a little eminence, 


are all terreſtrial enjoyment; expoſed! Dr. Voung 


Soon after we arrived here, we had the alarm- 


4 


1 

„and yet how apt we are amidſt the cares, or 
pleaſures of life to diſregard the moſt powerſul 
convictions of its frailty and uncertainty. 


That you and I may be ready to meet that 
grand event; that we may paſs the intereſting 


hour with compoſure and joy, relying on _ 
Dine mercy, is the ardent wiſh of, 


Vour affeRionate Friend, &c. 


0 LETTER In. 


v dear Friend, 


OU have lately been a little cee 


with thoſe diſappointments which Fe” 
quently chequer our proſpeQs in life, and con- 


vinces us, that hope has no ability in this 
fluctuating ſlate of things. We muſt tranſmit 


our views to a higher region for unpkecarious, ; 


- ſubſtantial happineſs; and rejoice in preſent en- 


joyments, with that wiſe moderation which 1 is 


2 


ſuited to their fleeting nature. This is a difficult. - 


leſſon to learn; but- abſolutely neceſſary (90 our: 
. Any „ ' ' 


My: 1. . late advances has e of 


ſhort duration, and amuſed your eee | 


only wich a viſionary advantage: another 
perſon being ſubſtituted in the place which he 
thought he poſſeſſed. In order to ſoften your 
regret, and reconcile the mind to the diſappoint- 
ment, you ſhould refle& that however pleaſing 
the proſpect may be, upon the acquiſition of any 
fuppoſed advantage, you cannot poſſibly deter- 
mine how far the conſequences might prove 
beneſicial. Many things might ariſe to ſubvert. 
your moſt pleaſing expectations, and perhaps 
endanger that virtue and integrity which might 5 
be ſecure in a humbler ſtation. On this ſup- = 
"poſition, we may congratulate our diſappoint- 
ments, as our moſt eſſential bleſſings. If we 
have enough to ſupply the neceſſaries of this 4 
preliminary ſcene, let us be content and thankful; : 2 
its ſuperfluities are dangerous to poſſeſs, without | 
fuperior abilities to improve them to the moſt 


| * purpoſes. al 
| $8 am, my Jong Friend, your . 
=_ nw 2 
3 $* 4 * ww. ”"— 
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My dear Friend, 1 | = 
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7 unſearchableare the e Divine ans 
It is our part to ſubmit, with a devout re- 


benen 20 the van of heaven; and as in hs 
| | nn 1 


e 
maſt of. . we are in a0 N make n 
N for chat n, ent. : 


Xx 


The contents of your letter 6 before : 


came to L——) were tranſmitted to me by Lucy. 


1 had before been informed, by Mr., of 


the EY circumſtance which occaſioned 
Mrs. 


's death, which affected me with 
a deep concern, How fleeting are our temporal 


enjoyments! How ſuddenly do they take Wing : nj 
and forſake us! They are ſubje& to vaniſh 
wich every breeze! This reflection ſhould 


weaken our dependance on preſent things, and 


moderate our attachments to them. Divine 


wiſdom plans our advantage in our greateſt 
afflictions; they are bleſſings in 'diſguiſe, if 
we make a right improvement of them. As 


our ties to earth diſſolve (and ſurely none are ſo oo 
great as our friends) our attraQtives to heaven in⸗ =» | 

creaſe, where we hope te meet them again im 
the perfe&ion of felicity. We ſhall then no 


more dread a ſeparation; the enjoyments of that 


ſtate being as durable, as they are perfeft, *For 
us they languiſh, and for us they die!” even Id } 
| accelerate our prepanties for the eie * 
manſions. _ 2 wn 
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is a pity ſuch perplexities ſhould ariſe to.diſturb 
the evening of life. Endeavour, my dear friend, 
to live ſuperior to them, and rather ſuffer 
miſeries, than involve yourſelf in the labyrinths 
of law. When our Juſt rights cannot” be eaſily 

| _ retrieved, I believe it is beſt to avoid extremi- 
ties; but I ſubmit this to your ſuperior judgment, 
and can only ſay, I ſincerely wiſh you in ſuch a 
ſituation, that no earthly embarraſsment might 
interfere with the peace and ſerenity of your Y 

mind. I uſe this freedom, becauſe the happineſs 
of my friends is an eſſential part of my own, 


Accept our united wiſhes for your preſent and 
Future felicity. We deſire to be remembered 
by you in your religious retirements, and de- 
voutly hope, the friendſhip that has ſubſiſted a 
ſew years on earth, will be perpetuated and per- 
fefled 1 in that happy world, to which we tranſmit 
Par nobleſt * . "> Mp 


I am, yours, &c. 


4&5 LETTER Ve 


Dem Charles, 8 e 

OUR acceptable arent arrived on ———, 
1 which informs me that you compleated | 
" = you” e in eight Weeks, the weather proving 
.: 7 eee 


— . 


* 


"I 


that your ſears were not alarmed by thoſe vio- 


V [ F * 1 
5 - ! 1 * Ws A. 
> « 4 - 
0 * * 2 
* 1 - : 
2 - 4 : N 
8 \ 
N * - 
| x 4 £8 
1 4 \ 
p 1 0 3 | | ; * 
F 1 


lent tempeſts which frequently agitate the ſurface 5 | 


of the mighty ocean, and preſent a ſcene of pe- 


\ culiar difireſs and ſolicitude. I bleſs God who 


has protected you from the danger of the ſea, 


preſerved your health in different ' climates, 


May your pious purpoſes be confirmed by divine Py. 
| grace! then they will undoubtedly appear in the 2 
regularity. of your future conduQ, Remember, | 
Sir, the advantages you have enjoyed from edu- 


. which expoſed you to the oppoſite extremes of 
heat and cold, and landed you ſafely on the in- 
—[ hope a review of theſe 

diſtinguiſhed mercies will ſenſibly affect your 
con mind, and excite the livelieſt alien : 


1188 
May you enjoy che continued favour of heas a 


tended coaſt.- 


ven, be ſecured ſrom every danger, and reſtorec 


in great comfort, at ſome happy Prey to N 
family and friends! - 3, 


The concern you. ſeem to expreſs, on account 
of ſome miſtakes in your paſt conduct, I hope 1 is 
genuine; if ſo, there is a great probability they 


will be reflified. Every good reſolution you . 
form, relating to future life, is a ſtep towards a 
reformation. Oh, reſt not here! Engage not 


in your own ſtrength; but implore ſuperior aid, 


; 4 


catioffand example. Recal hole ſcenes which 3 
as . 1 0 e : 
0 . 1 3 
- wo * 2} 


* 
* 


in moments of levity and folly are too much 
forgotten, and ſuffer them to reſume their pto · 
per influence and authority. Fulfil the hopes 
of an indulgent parent who has intereſted him- 


ſelf in your happineſs with the tendereſt aſſiduity. 
Oh, caſt not a cloud upon his joy! The even- 


* 
- 


ing ſhades are approaching; contribute nothing 


to darken the luſtre of his ſetting ſun; but 

rather ftrive to (increaſe it. And whatever 
diſagreements might ariſe in your family con- 
' neftions, from a difference of ſentiments, let 
them be effaced; ſuſpef not avy deficiency in 
the aſſection of thoſe who are nearly allied. to 
you ; but rather interpret their remonflrances as 
proofs of their friendſhip; kindly intended to 
warn you of ſome. cage), or to recover you 
from ſome ſnare. 


. But 1 would intreat you, Sir, not only to pro- 
{mote the happineſs of others; but to inſure 
your own. Oh, miftake not the nature of this 


& happineſs ! Its origin is divine. Guard againſt 
= every deluſive appearance, which recommends 
_ itſelf under that engaging character, and too 


often ſeduces the inatteniive mind. Search the 
| Scriptures; in them you will underſtand its na- 
ture, dignity, and excellence: diffuſing its ſalu- 
tary influences, not only through a preſent liſe, 
but extending its beneficial 3 85 thro 
boundleſs ages of eternity. 


* the 
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ſometimes diſregarded. go”: 2 I 


ſpect, and all the ſatisfations we enjoy, muſt 
- riſe in exact proportion to the frame of the 


and if they ſuffer but a tranſient echpſe, holy” 


pearapces' of nature fade in the eye, and the 
So": 5 x moſt | 
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LETTER VI. e 
Dear Julier, 1 


M* thoughts being vacant, and no wr 

| lar occurrences preſenting materia i  _ 
letter, if I chooſe my dear Juliet for a ſubjeRt, | 5 
I am ſorry to ſay, it will be un indifferent one; "x A 
rendered ſo, by your late frequent indiſpoſi- 
tions. I fincerely ſympathize with you on this 3 
account, and in that particular complaint, Low- 1 
neſs of Spirits, which I am inclined to think a2 
greater afflition than many other diforders, Y 
though often treated with leſs den, N -M 


1 1 
758 


Tbe ſtate of our mind muſt conflicuts] 1 
felicity; or infelicity, in the moſt important 6. 1 


ſpiriis. If the intellectual harmony is diſcon- 


- 


certed, its ſerene and lively operations ſuſpended, 


te the diſtreſs! The moſt amiable ap. 


n 3 - 
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6 26 | 


moſt refined enjoyments of ſocial life, loſe their 


engaging influence. How thankful ought we 
to be, when this is not the invariable fituation 
of the mind ! that though we are viſited with 


fome ſhort intervals of darkneſs, the pleaſing 
light will ſoon return. 


1 hope you will ſoon be permitted to expe- 
rience this agreeable viciſſitude, and welcome 
the dawnings of your intelleftual day; again 
rejoice in the freedom and aQtivity of your 
fpirits, having this acquiſition ſuperadded, an in- 
es ling, lively hope of your intereſt in the 
eity of that day, which is unchangeable and 
"eternal, How reviving the conſideration, that 
there is a reſt for the people of God! How 
thould we continually fear, leſt we ſhould ſeem 
to come ſhort of it. 1 admire St. Paul's ex- 


£ 


- preſſion: he is not inclined to admit the 


_xemoteſt appearance of uncertainty, in the at- 
tainment of this a but intimates What 


unremitted cireumſpection is requiſite to eſtas 


dliſn out wope on a firm foundation. 


” 


I "OR indulged nyfe)f f in a few ien re- 
llections, which I hope will not be unacceptable 
to you; eſteeming it the beſt improvement of a 
friendly correſpondence, to revive the remem- 
brance of thoſe. ſublime and delightfulgguths, 
which Chriſtianity inculcates. If theſe "were 


ET q * r DOG, FF 1 IE 
en. n D VE W „r + AA, 


* 
. 
: 
* 4 
}. 
a; 
* 
— 
a 
\ 
* 
| 


* 


5 meditation. þ | | 


"(549.7 ) 


more frequently intermixed wich our copverſngy, | 
tion, the propriety and utility of our daily”! 


intercourſes, would be better evidenced, which 
too frequently evaporate into vanity, or perhaps 
are intenſely exerciſed about the trivial con- 


cerns of this inferior life. And indeed we are ſo 


habituated to this method of ſpeaking, that. we 


naturally acquire à ſet of thoughts ſimilar to it; 
hence ariſes the difficulty we perceive in con- 


templating divine ſubjefts; we rally our diſſipated 
ideas again and again; they are unaecuſtomed to 
that diſcipline, and it is with difficulty we fix the 


mind with that ſolidity and attention we would 


deſire, to the delightful exerciſe of . f 


1 am, dear Julias. 


Affectionately yours. 


Win ern 
Dear Madam, 


Wrote to you a ene l time „ „ 
a young: Lady of your town, to Which 1 


hoped for the favour of an anſwer; but have 
been diſappointed. However, I cheerſully em- 
7 brace: a 3 opportunity of paying my 


£8... Ba ; . 


. „ 17, 

veſpekts; and with them, beg leave to unite my 
"congratulations on the late occaſion, Mr. ——'s 

= , marriage: an event which I hope will prove 

1%] eee to all parties intereſted in it. 


4 As that ſeaſon l approaches, when it is cuſto- 
14 mary to expreſs our benevolent wiſhes, give me 
leave to aſſure you of mine: and that they ex- 
tend to your higheſt and beſt intereſts, which 
are eſſentially comprehended, and aſcertained 
in that grand, that amazing event, which at 
this period, is annually recorded, and which. 
we ought to commemorate with the moſt de- 
vout gratitude and joy; eſpecially if we can 
infer our own happy intereſt in it. Then, 
Madam, we may with pleaſure attend to the im- 
portant revolutions of time, with great ſatis- 
laction admit the remembrance of advancing 
years, which, if improved with: a perſevering 
_ aſſiduity, will inevitably lead to a happineſs im- 
mortal.—Elevated with a profpett ſo delightful, 
'fo glorious, we ſhall be enabled to contemplate- 
with gratitude the years that are paſt, which have 
been diſtinguiſhed by innumerable mercies, and 
with ſteady complacency welcome the future ;. 
view wich an approving ſmile the the decline of 
life; reſerting without anxiety, every future 
event to the wile adminiſtration of Heaven. 


627 wy, reſpeAtully, our obedient, &c. 
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10 I. TER M N 


"Dear Madam, e 


JI lee account beste bs 
Philander, of the ſudden death of your 
eldeſt ſon, affets my mind with deep regret, 


and excites the tendereſt concern for your 


preſent diſtreſs. I wiſh I could ſuggeſt any | 
conſiderations that might alleviate your ſorrow.; 


but alas! how difficult the taſk? 1 do not 
know that you can will bear the mention of the 


fubject, though perpetually preſent to your 
imagination; and indeed the ſoft relentings of 
nature cannot be ſuppreſſed by all the argu- 
ments of-reaſon and religion; but they may be 
mitigated, and by length of time, Long into. 
n and e 


- S 


I hope * degrees, you will be na to- l 


gain this.aſcendence over the tender paſſions; | 


and recover the ſerenity. of your mind. You: 


have yet, a ſon.and a daughter left, who I hope 
will ſtudy to recompenſe the indulgent care of 


fo good a Parent, and to ſoften all your griefs.. 1 | J 


But J forbear an enlargement at this time ; only 


let me intreat you to accept my. beſt thanks: for: 


your generous and indulgent friendſhip” to Phi- 


lander, who-I hope wilt retain” a. grateful ſenſe- | 
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ok his numerous obligations 


| and Miſs 
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— When a ſerene interval js 


engage in that office; as your diſtant be. 


havio 
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that however immaterial the octabon of dif. ? 
agreement among friends may be, yetif perſiſted 


in, it has a pernicious influence on the temper; 


is a deliberate violation of a goſpel precept; 
and not only darkens, but excludes the hope of 
its ineſtimable bleſſings. In this light, my dear 


Charlotte, nothing is inconſiderable; but viewed 


in ſuch a connection, every thing is ſerious, 
awful and important. Dr. Young, in his beautiful 


delineation of a virtuous charakter, has theſe 
remarkable lines, | 


Each act, each though, „ What its gh | 


Fru. a thouſand ages hence—— 
And what it then appears, he deems it now. 


Let us then lament the depravity of” our © 


minds; mutually ſympathize with each other; 
mutually embrace a reconciliation. It is a great 
uncertainty if we ever ſee each other in this 


preſent life: nay more, it is a great impro- 
bability. But I dare ſay, we are partakers of the 
Tame divine hope; we rejoice in the ſame pro- 


miſes; we look for the fame heaven. Shall we 

meet there, with ceremony and reſerve? with” 
. indifference and diſguſt ? Impoſſible! All the = 
happy inhabitants of the celeſtial regions are 


perfected in love. Let us then, my dear Char- 
lotte; endeavcur to cultivate and improve that 


beneyolence of temper; that meekneſs, hü- 
ä mility, nd and all che other evangelical 
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| xraces, ich are” preparatory. ts the ref | 
ment of the heavenly ſlate. Let us not entertain, 
or approve any, thing contrary to. theſe; but 
earneſtly wiſh to adjuſt every circumſtance that 
relates to time, in the moſt ſatisfaQtory manner 
we are capable of, that eternity may dawn upon 
us with a reviving luſtre, and preſent a hs 
__ vitieg proſpett. „ 


* 


1 have now diveſted my mind 5 an un- 
ie enen; and hope theſe ſuperficial 
hints may have a tendency to efface whatever 

might diſcompoſe yours. In whatever manner 
this letter may be received, J am fatisfied in 
| having acted agreeably to my ſentiments. If 
-you chooſe to reply, you may be aſſured it will 
not be unacceptable. I have flill the ſame 
intereſt in your;t.appineſs I ever had, and am, 
with undiminiſhed eſteem and affection, 


— 


_ - | $a 3 Sincerely yours. 


2 5 


LETTER X. 


3 Chee, 


I late ſolemnities in which ol, have 

been engaged, too juſtly , entitle you 10 8 
. ſympathetic attention. 1 hope you were fa- 
Voured with a peculiar degree of . fortitude, on 
cht unexpetted emergency. Iam very deſirous 
C 5 
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"of bug from you; and when your” foizits' a. 75 8 


equal to the taſk, would requeſt a more cireum- 
ſtantial account of the late event. 


#: 


, 7 Io as it 1s the If. ſo it is the me im- 
portant tranſaction on the ſtage. of time; a 
ſolemnity wih which we ſhould. be habitually 
converſant in the hours of health, and by thoſe 
means, endeavour to reconcile its awful realities, 
As incitements to this wiſe circumſpeRion, we. 
have inceſſant admonitions; not only inter- 


7 a 


ſperſed throughout the pages of inſpiration, but wry a 1 J 


| alſo diffuſed through the volume of vature. 
Every ſetting ſun is a ſilent monitor, though un- 
regarded ; every drooping flower of the garden, 
conveys the ſalutary inſtruction; and the ſeaſons, 0 
in their various revolutions, enforce the benes? © 
kcal truth, The autumnal decline is a lively - 


emblem of the frailly and mortality of the f 1 
human frame; but we ſtudiduſly elude he 
bright conviction, and are not diſpoſed to in- =. 


terpret the ſacred ſignificancy of nature's vos "= 
lume, being too buſy, or too happy, to dedues® PE. 


moralizing reflefions from ſeemingly remote * 


ſprings. . 6 ES 


. extreme inattention is not more com- , 2 


TY 


mon, than amazing; but the wonder increaſes; ' 
| when we reflect on thoſe. circumſtances. which. 


inculeste * in a . expreſſive and 1 BY | 
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5 Ariking manner. And "a IN Win 1 
given us line upon line, and precept upon 


precept: which to diſregard, evidences the 


- bigheſt ſtupidity and unaccountable perverſeneſs. 


Death's extenſive dominions are daily enlarged, 
and. we are frequent ſpeftators of his victory. 


Numbers fall on the right hand and on the left, 
victims to the irreſiſtible, the univerſal con- 
queror. No age is exempted; the bloom of 


youth, proves no \ſecurity againſt the levelled 
dart, but often furniſhes a more diſtinguiſhed 
trophy of the victor's power. No ſeaſon of life 
is guarded againſt the mortal attack; but an 


awful uncertainty, with reſpect to the hour, the 
manner, the place, in which we muſt encounter 
this laſt adverſary, perpetually ſurrounds us. 
No render us ſtill more attentive, we have 
repeated memorials of our diſſolution, ariſing 
- from the prevailing infirmities and diſeaſes of 
the body: every pain we feel is a harbinger of 


death's approach; an exertion of his ſway ; 


" mmencement of his victory. Happy they 


who ſeriouſly improve theſe accumulated pre- 


+ Yow thankfully es we to be for divine 


. n which enlightens che gloomy viſta, 
| "and diffuſes a radiance through the dark cham- 
7-4 bers of the grave: life and im mortality being 
brought to light, and indubitably aſcertained to 


7”. 


the 


23 1 | 

bas the ſincere believer, by the goſpel. With what 
Non rapturous gratitude ſhould we receive the divine 
the truths, and labour to ſecure our own intereſt in 
els. that inheritance which is incorruptible ; in that 
ed, kingdom whoſe foundations are immoveable. 
Ny. Let us, my dear Clariſſa, endeavour to improve 
eſt, all the providential diſpenſations of this inferior 


ſtate, to the purpoſes for which they were 
wiſely appointed. 
paration for the celeſtial manſions, how un- 
ſpeakably precious the eſſect! Let us ſeriouſſy 


ready,” and the argument with which it is En 
forced, * for ye know not the day, nor the 
hour, when the Son of Man cometh.” "Then 
that hour will never come unſeaſonably, or un- 
expettedly; but we ſhall welcome its approach 
with a ſerene triumph, as the hour ef W 
deliverance, the commencement of eternal) Wye 


1 


FR 4 6, I am, afſeAionately yours, Kc. 
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LETTER xI Ms 64. 
: | Dear Judians, - „„ 
5 3 8 W ©: LR, 487 
— — yp "HE laſt evening's interview wih-your Wo 
g mily, was of too affeQing a nature to be 
o immediate forgotten, though theſfubjef wasnot 
3 f Cc new, 


If chey accelerate our pre- 


attend to the divine admonition, „Be ye alſo 8 


* 2 
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new, being chiefly a repetition of ſome unpleaT- 


ing truths. But from one circumſtance, I re- 


ceived a particular impreſſion. Vou will rea- 


dily recolle& what it was, as, 1 ſuppoſe it 


engaged the general attention of the company, 


and has afforded you many pleaſing refleQions + 
ſince. Upon exprefling, with ſome little emo- 


tion, your reſentment of a-friend's conduct, in a 
very nice and critical affair, unfolding your 
thoughts, and diſcharging your mind of the un- 


favourable ſentiment, you might poſſibly' em- 
ploy ſome interval in reflecting upon what you 


had ſaid, and perceive ſome remorſe ariſing from 
==. the ſmall error, which I am apt to believe the 
nice ſuſpicion of a warm friendſhip occaſioned. 


But how vaſtly did you compenſate for it, with 
"a polite advance? I remember you made a gen-. 


teel, affeftionate acknowledgment to your 
friend; in which inſtance you diſcovered a ſpi- 


Tit truly great. That conceſhon reflected a moR 

*- engaging luſtre upon you, and by diſplaying the 

| true beauty of e e aa | 
4. ed 1 | 


* 


eee that pomnianJed 
my admiration; from this, 1 would ſolicit, you 


49 appear as agreeable upon other occaſions, 


E. and repeat that part in which you ſnone ſo much, ; 
as A Ins n l to it in _ proſece 
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r 
ſituation. I confeſs the caſes widely differ; the 
one was a free act, the other will be attended 
with reluctance. But the greater aſcendance you 
gain over yourſelf, the merit riſes - in pro- 
portion. 


N you Eoolly Abet, hy are now called | 


not to intreat, but to accept of a reconciliation, 


and from a perſon, from whom it is more im- 
mediately a duty to accept it, which L imagine 
will have a conſiderable weight with vou. Be- 
ſides - a great part of an affectionate parent's 


ſatisfaclion will depend upon this particular; 


and I am perſuaded you will wiſh to ſoften. al! 3 


her anxieties, as the nicer ſenſe ſhe has of her 3 


family's proportionably increaſes her own, and — 


2 


renders them much more inſupportable, 6 7p 


Fax To.» 
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T intreat you to alter the purpoſe you ark 75 
formed of a cold indifference, and an utter dit. 
regard to a perſon againſt whom ſuch à bebe? 


viour may be attended with diſagreeable conſe- 


quences. You fay, you Pave ute the h 
ſive part, and tried every ſoft perſuaſive wWithent 
ſucceſs; but did you ever repent of ſuch a eons 
duct, however unfavourable to your expeftar 


tions? Has it not given you very ſerene and 


delightful . refletions? afforded a peaceful 2 


entertainment to your contemplative hours, 
which the faithful Regitter * my pro» 
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(0x: 
duce to your renewed: ſatisſadion? Do not 
ſuffer the preſent warmth of your. reſentment, 


under ſome recent aggravations, to miſlead your 


ſteps; perſevere in that conduct which your rea- 
ſon will approve hereafter, and beware of that, 
which inclination only ſolicits you to chooſe. 


Ho acceptable this familiar addreſs may be, 
I eannot determine. I would not have you ima- 


gine, 1 wiite with an air of inftruftien. Ido 
not attempt to teach you any thing; bur to re- 


mind you of what you know. I am under the 
influence of no view, but the intereſt of the 


diſtreſſed. I ſhould diſdain a thought fubſervient 


to my own, under ſuch a diſguiſe, 


oy eie in myſelf ſome unaccountable re- 
Jutlance to part with the paper; but if my dear 
Jadiana favours me with a reply, expreſſive of 


her approbation of theſe friendly hints, 1 ſhall 


have an additional ſatisfaQtion, in having exe- 
cuted my purpoſe.. With this hope, I commu- 
nicate my ſeniments, and defire you would 


tranſmit yours to me, in the ſame unreſerved 


manner. It would give me concern, that any 
coolneſs ſhould prevail over a friendſhip which 
has ſublilted almoſt from infancy, \ or that 
any thing ſhould prove an interruption to 
it——]1 have ſometimes imagined. a coldneſs 


and 


you, in 3 intended } * to . 


(29) 
and formality in you, Which I did not like; bat 
we are ſuſpicious of each other, and miſtake 
ſhadows for realities. © Friendſhip is of a delicate 
nature, and receives a wound from the ſlighteſt 
dart. Without farther r enlargements | | 


” 


I remain, Judiana, 


Aﬀectiounely yours, &e. 


LETTER XII. 


Dear Sylvia, 


1 Have lately had a very unexpected interview 

with Miſs ——, which, though but momen- 

tary, yet the ſight of my agreeable friend, aftex 

fo long an abſence, revived the remembrance. of Y 
ſcenes, which yield a melancholy pleaſure, 1 - i 


did not part with her with that complacency TI 
ought; not being able to reconcile. myſelf to ſo 


tranſient a viſit, from ſo. particular a friend; 
but being under an indiſpenſable neceſſity to pro- 
ceed diredily on her journey, I was obliged to 
ſubmit. I was agreeably informed: that ſhe 


left you in better health chan uſual; and ſhe” 


ſeemed to awaken ſome hope of a bas og 
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could not help-remarking that the day had been 
_ diſtinguiſhed by two unexpected incidents, the 
morning preſenting me with a viſit from a par- 
ticular friend and companion of my dear 


- fy 9 
whom 1 had not feen for ſome time. The meet- 
ing was very affecting, the Lady being ſcarce 


ſeated, till ſhe was diſſolved in tears; an en- 


gagement to ſome relations, interfered with her 
acceptance of my invitation. Your epiſtolary 
favour juſt arrived, was doubly welcome, after 


To long expedctation, though I would not wiſh to 
derive any peculiar ſatisfaftion from that ſource, 


as it is always preceded with uneaſineſs, and 


= your letters have ſufficient recommendations at 
all times. You claim my ſympathy in your fre- 


quent indiſpofitions, which render every en- 
gagement leſs pleaſing, and life itſelf undeſire- 


able, if conſidered exclufive of a future ſtate of 
recompenſe and enjoyment ; but this materially 


alters the ſcene, and the mind, under divine in- 
fluences, is prepared to receive every diſpenſa- 
tion, and to ſuſtain every trial that may better 


ſecure the way to a glorious immortality, 


a. . Spie, that.: ſerious 


truths beſt ſuit my pen, who have ſo lately been 
*converſant with the moſt ſolemn ſcene; and 
"eſpecially where the introduRion is ſo natural. 
1 Oy wiſh that all our afflictions may be 
NOT. 3 3 ien | 
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fabſervient to our final rnterell and though 
| ſome intervals of leſs awful reflection may be 
admitted, and cheerful converſation ſlill inter- 
ſperſe the remainder of life; yet I deſire to en- 
tertain ſuitable impreſſions ot that ſtriking event, 
and to preſerve ſuch a remembrance of it, as 
may correct every immoderate expectation from 
preſent things, and circumſcribe every earthly 


joy. I would acknowledge it a peculiar inſtance 
of divine mercy, that I can refle& with compo» 


* # 


8. 


e * 


ſure; that my thoughts are not involved in dif- | bt 


treſſing perplexities, and that I retain ſuch a 
degree of health and ſpirits for the neceſſary 
duties of my ſtation, Accept our united 


reſpetts. 
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LETTER. XII. 


Dear Eugenio, „ 2% 3-4 20 | 1 


V N TITH peculiar pleaſure I received yours, 


dated from 


and am much obliged 


to you- for all the entertaining particulars. R 


cogtmined. From this deſcriptive genius, I may 
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hve to equi. a viſionary vrolpels of thoſe 
remote parts of the world you intend to viſit; 
but eſteem this an inconſiderable pleaſure, com- 
'pared with that which the intelligence of your 
welfare will always impart. 1 perceive you 
have not made that progreſs over the watery 
element, which you might have expected from 
propitious gales; but have been converſant with 
thoſe fluctuations which reſemble life. How- 
ever, for your ſafety we are highly indebted to an 
indulgent Providence, though it may not be 
accompanied with every pleaſing circumſlance, 
amidit all the inconveniences you have en- 
* 


I am glad you retain your uſual vivacity. 
May you long retain it, ſupported: by an happy 
conſtitution, and having conſcious innocence as 
its grand and juſt foundation ! I can ſcarce form: 
a wiſh more eſſential to your preſent and. final 
ſelicity. 


You are entering now, Sir, upon a new ſcene 
of action, in which I doubt not, you will acquit 
yourſelf with integrity and honour; from a firm 
 conviftion, that however circum ſlances and 
ſitustions may vary, che obligations to virtue are 
facred and immutable; that a —_ regard to- 

5 oY mn 


N 


4 theſe,--will Aignily adverts al * to ds; 
| eace its trueſt charm, 


As a ſuppoſed friend to virtue then, 3 1 
candidate for ber recompenſes, give me leave 
to wiſh you as much proſperity as may agreeably 
elucidate the ſcenes of life, and not endanger - 
its important intereſts, being awfully cognected 
wich a future; ſuch a meaſure, I am perſugded, 
your ſedate and unbiaſfed PR will * 
moſt eligible. ; | 


The different tempers of. thoſe who FRE your 

little community, will much interfere with the 
general happineſs, except every one is deter- 
mined to contribute his part to promote it. 15 
35 am ready to ſmile when you obſerve, there is 4 
only che cabin to hold ten perſons of- as many © 
oppoſite diſpoſitions; it certainly requires s "2 
| circumſpeftion for each to avoid giving, or. 
taking offence, and doubt not but every one 
thinks he can plead fome merit in that particular; 


| Your detainment at „ was, I think, a 
cireumſtance in your . and by admiſſion 
into ſo genteel a family would prove a pleaſing 
recreation, after a voyage of ſix months. I am | 
ſure you would all joyfully emerge out of the - 4 
gloomy confinement of a cabin, to behold. na- .- 
ture in a more inviting appearance, than you. 
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bad been accuſtomed to, during that interval ; 
and however divided in ſentiments, in other re- 
ſpetts, you would be unanimous in your wiſhes to 
have tlie ſcene diverſified, in order to re · aſſume 7 
with greater harmony, after the novelties that 
would preſent themſelves, had given a ſort of 
elevation to your: diſcancerted ſpirits. After 
being Expoſed to ſtorms and tempeſis, you were 
doubly qualified to enjoy ſerene pleaſures, and 
after indifferent accommodations, to reliſh the 
1 elegance of life. Undoubtedly you ſtood with 
3 real ſatis faction upon the terrace to view a varie- 
= | ; gated, extenſive proſpeR, in exchange for one 
=” - thatpreſented only the firmamentand ocean; and ; 
= Fould pay a moſt obedient attention to the har- 
monious notes of an harpſichord, after your ears 

- ok been accuſtomed ro the n violence 
* 


* 


"Your friends here alen their affeRionate 
2 LY and unite with me in requeſting your 


Q . indulgent attention to us, at every convenient * 
1 8 60 
* 
I am, dear Eugenio, 
3 * | | | | a 
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My dear F 5 570 


1 Should more frequently embrace ond 

ties of addreſſing my much eſteemed Lu- 
cretia, but am extremely ſenſible how unqua- 
lified I am for the office; being led into a'train 


of thought at ſo recollefted a ſeaſon, that is quite 


inconſiſtent with gaiety. In converſation, in- 
deed, the mind is in a more diſſipated frame, 
and a cheerfulneſs is then admitted, without de- 
liberately weighing its foundation; bbw. © 
diffuſes its enlivening influence, imparts an 
agreeable luſtre to life, and ſpreads a pan” 
veil over darker ſcenes. But when the. mind 
retires within itſelf; when contemplation reſumes 
her ſedate office, the veil is dzawn aſide. Then | 
the late ſcenes of feparation through which £2 
have paſſed, reviſit the imagination, ang appear 
in all 1 ſolemn realities, 

"May you and I my dear Lucretia, be e 2 
to gather ſalutary inſtructions from the afflittive | 
diſpenſations of this periſhing ſcene, and form a 


juſt eſtimate of its pretenſions to our affeftions 


and ſolicitude ; how unworthy of that ſhare in 
both we rm 228 it! The coffyiQions we 


* 


a _ſome- | 
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ſometimes feel, are diretlly calculated to dethrone” 


ambition ſrom ber airy ſummit, and to check 


her immoderate ſallies; to diſrobe pleaſure of 


her gay attire; to detect ber fallacious ſmiles, 
and to pour contempt on all the ſplendour of 
affluence. The departure of our beloved rela- 
tives and friends (the chief attractions of a pre- 

ſent ſcene, while they continue in it) invites 
our thoughts to thoſe heavenly regions, where 
we hope they are aſcended, and breathes a con- 
ſolatory expectation of a reunion with them in 
55 the realms of bliſs, if ſo happy to chooſe, and 

perſevere i in the ſame virtuous PACs Dr. Lanes 
e obſerves, . 


| | Our dying friends come Oer us like a cloud 
To damp our fooliſh ardors, and abate 
+ That glare of 88 which often blinds the wiſe. 


W, 
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"tg 


T admire that beautiful ſimile in the dude author, 4 


Oy he W them, as 


8 Pioneers to {mooth . 

Our rugged paſs to death; to break thoſe bars 
Ol terror and abhorrence, nature throws 
Ctroſs our obſtructed way; and thus to make 

Welcome, as ſafe, our port from every ſtorm. 
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$4... | Smitten friends e 

„„ Fe ſent on errands full of lor: {I 
For us they languiſh, and for us they die; 1 

And ſhall they languiſh, ſhall they die in van? 

Ungrateful, ſhall we grieve their hov'ring ſhades, 

; Which wait the revolution in our hearts? 

I | Shall we diſdain their filent, ſoft addreſs, - 3 

HE | - Their poſthumous advice, and pious prayer? 

PRES Beenſeleſs as herds that graze their hallow'd OA 4 

n Tread underfoot their agonies and gran d 5 - 

5 Fruſtrate their anguiſh, and deſtroy their deaths * © 
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5 * vill readily excuſe the a of- this 3 1 

beautiful pictureſque extract from ſo eminent an 
author; it is the chief recommendation of the 
paper, tranſmitted with her cordial eſteem by 


ot 


|» 


Your affeftionate Friend, & — _ 
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being * ſince vour arrival al — ** _ 
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to you ſoon after I received” it; but the ſea is a 
precarious conveyance | It is naturaFto imagine; 
more frequent affurances of ycur welfare would 


be extremely acceptable to your friends, from 
hom you are now removed at ſo conſiderable 
a diſtance; and likewiſe more particular accounts 


when you are diſpoſed to write, We frequently 
hear of you from others, with whom you cor- 
reſ pond 1 in'a commercial way, and lately received 
the agreeable intelligence of your ſucceſs in 
trade, and deſign of viſiting I. in the (pring, 
which, if divine Providence permits, hope you 
will oxicyd your Journey to 


As ſome pathetic expreſſions, Sir, are inter- 


ſperſed through your letter, which ſeem to flow 


from a mind impreſſed with a tender concern on 


account of paſt errors, I would by no means 
treat them with indifference, or paſs them over 


in ſilence; they diſcover a ſenſe of honour, 


friendſhip, gratitude, &c. gencrous and tender 
Some of the 


ſentimenis! Noble principles! 
peculiar characteriſtics of virtue; the diſtin- 
_ guiltied ornaments of humanity. I would ear- 


„ei hope they proceed from a ſincere heart. 


Oh, live what you profeſs! Let there be no 
apparent inconſiſtency between ſentiment and 
* teſlify by every part of your future 

converſation 


one of which came to hand, and 1 think I wrote 


TwY —; 


e converſation and conduct, the reality and in- 
a fluence of thoſe/principles you approve ; allow 
M them an undivided empire in your "mind, and 
1 ſuffer them to adorn and recommend your whole 
1 behaviour. Without this outward teſtimony, 
5 Sie, the ſincerity of our 3 cannot be 
aich mann 0 ee are en 
| Wl 
inferred.” b 24's 211: 4th g 


C My. concern for your welfare includes abun- 
dantly more than relates to a preſent life; it ex- 
tends to a future. Indeed the true happineſs, of 
both, are inſeparably connected; every thing 
we call by that name, independent of futurity, 
7s 2 dream: nay worſe, vanity and vaxation "1 
ſpirit, Nothing leſs, than an evangelical bope 
of our intereſt in the favour of God, through 
the all- ſuffeient merits of a divine Redeemer, 
| and AS the evidence of that, a renovation of 
„ heart and life, through the influences of the di- 
719 vine Spirit, can be the juſt foundation of ſolid 
joy. This is the inheritance we ſubuld all care 

f neſtly endeavour to obtain. This is the grand 
requiſite to render life. a comfortable. ſcene; 

death deſirable, and immortality welcome. m—_ 
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"of Preſenting'you the united affectionate reſpect 8 : 3 

of our little family, and intreating the frequent 5 
aſſurances of your welfare, Ia. 

1 Dear Philander, ſincerely yours, 14 A: 
tdi ID a.. : LELTEOG wr 3 
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Dear Miſs, 


1. is wich the utmoſt e 1 aſſume ths 
diſagreeable office of a Reprover; but as a 


*conviftion of duty, and a fincere deſire to ſerve 
your beſt intereſts, are the motives by which 1 
am influenced, I hope the reproof will be re- 
ceived in the ſame ſpirit of meeknels and bumi- 
| ly i in which it is conveyed. | 


* 8 this method of addreſs, as a "Kg 


I terview an the ne might be es 
5 * | 


The impropriety in your condutl - then, dear 
Miss, which introduced an uncomfortable ſeries 


5 f rellektions, was manifeſted in finging and 


dancing on the Sabbath-day, in a family where 


1 happened to be at the ſame time, and ſitting, | — 


n a room adjacent: a condutt expreſſive of an 
"open contempt of the ſacred day; a total difre- 
Fard of thoſe limits which decency itſelf would 
preſcribe, and when che power of religion is ad- 
Led, an inconſiderate re nunciation of that 
- Feverence of Gs ol; an. en it 
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25 We) 
perhaps it may be pleaded, that you were led | 

into this error, through a deſign gfentertaining = 
à little child, who was one of the company 1 . 2 
this plea will not ſuffice in the preſent caſe," of or Ba 
form an adequate apology for that behaviour. 
Certainly your obliging intentions might have 


been expreſſed in a varrety” 0 nen, s better | 
e to Wo daye 546 6 197k erke 7 


e me to aK you; dear Miſs, for bete 3 : 
3 the Sabbath was inſtituted? Wbat wers bh Y 
the grand truths it was intended to ineuleste 
What the noble purpoſes it was intended to dhe 
ſerve? The original inſtitution of che Sabbath} . 
you will acknowledge, derives its authority! from. 
the ſupreme Legiſlator, and 1 need only rel 
you to the fourth commandment, for an exptit © 
cation of its deſigu; and when you attentively  » 

examine the ſacred records, your will be ally 4 
convinced, that the honour .-of. that »holy. N #2 Be 
was guarded by the n robbie ech 4 


. in nec „„ nib ne 
* 1 


74 
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Abe Jewiſh Sahbaih being on the ee , 1 
of the week, under the Seeber 
that holy day was folemuiſed on the fell I 
commemoration of the moſt glorfous, and meg 1 
important event, vis. the Reſurtectiòn of olit“ 9 
- mod. are Ne Obriſt t "ANC. alter he + 6 2 


( 42 ) oy 
had. finiſhed the great work of human redemp- 
tion, by his Peritorious obedience and death, 


confirmed it by this inconteſtible evidence, 


which formed the baſis of the apoſtoliral miniſ- 
try; and which being tranſmitted to > poſterity by 
the united teſtimony of the evangelical writings 


is the unmoveable rock on which our moſt holy 


faith is eſtabliſhed, and a ſure foundation of the 
_ Tublimeſt hope, triumph, and joy to all ſincere 
believers. The benefits, the privileges, the 
"bleſſings included in the chriſtian faith are in- 
conceivably important, of the moſt ſublime na- 


ture, of the moſt extenſive efficacy: they diffuſe 
their comfortable influence on a preſent life, and 


will be conſummated in unutterable perfection 


„ 2 = in the world of glory. Undoubtedly then, they 


preſent a boundleſs theme for meditation, de- 


mand the devouteſt gratitude to the great Author 
bf our ſalvation, and will for ever tranſcend the 
—_ on exalted * 


* bope, Fi Miſs, theſe RAT bt 


"8 : tions will convince you, that a levity of temper 


and behaviour, expreſſed in ſinging and dancing, 
is utterly inconſiſtent with the demands of the 


| xy Chriſtian Sabbath. Let me intreat you to diſ- 


continue ſuch viſits, as lead you into theſe per- 


nicious errors: to avoid ſuch converſation as: 


jr ples 14. fos ſedate OG and the ſub- 


BY. LOS: ; I Ys lime . " 


that may offer, to devote the ſacred hours (alter 
attendance on the public inſtructions of reli- 


(43) 


lime ita of devotion. And let it be your 


endeayour to improve the future opportunines 


gion) io ſerious converſation, reading, medita- 
tion and prayer ; which under the divine bleſſing 


vill lead you to a happineſs rational, exalted. 
and divine. Such a happineſs as will endear the 


noble privileges, and anticipate the Tonſumagny 
ſatisfattions OR in a bleſſed neee 


"Yau friendly monitor is deeply ſenſible of - 


her innumerable defects, and would humbly 


acknowledge how deſtitute the is, of that ſpirit, 

the neceſſity, propriety, and excellence of which 
ſhe ſo. warmly aſſerts ; but at the ſame time, is 
earneſtly deſirous of that happy attainment, es 


teems it an invaluable acquiſition, continuing, | 


the moſt - ſubſtantial felicity of an MA 


mind, and ſincerely hopes, ber ſuture happy 


experience will afford improving ee 
Its reality and excellence. 8 


3 


. the 83 0 it is ; unneceſinng”. 
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5 


4 


| to aſſure you of my beſt withes,- and as your: 8 I 
moſt important intereſts are evidently conſulted - on 
moſt, an apology is inconſiſtent with the nature . 
of that deſign. W the ſucceſs of this 385 


5 
4 + Pp * 2 
* 9 
4 . 
* £ 
. - 5 * - - 
- . 4 

2 t A & E 

; 1 * 

: - 2 4 = 
- —, 


ta ) 


"ibis lie; /to the ſuprenie Diſpoſer, and 
* to * 3 direction and ee 15 


+ a "jt 45 am, yl 5 Miſs, | bl 
2 3 50 p e ee yours. 8 
rer . N 
Dear Henry, 6M 


'< 


TH the moſt he ſurpriſe 85 re. 
ceived your favour, being quite unex- 
petled. which would have given a peculiar ele- 
vation to my ſpirits, had not the account of 

ur Mamma's illneſs interfered. I hope you,. 

Ka all around her, will endeavour, by the moſt 
” igig attentions, to alleviate every indiſpoli- 
ton with which "the may be viſited, Indeed 
1 u attendance at ſchool will prevent you at. 
2 ih preſent from Going much in this reſped ; but I, 
© ZZJoubt not, upon every opportunity that offers, 
vou will be ſolicitous to approve yourſelf. in the 
- offices of filial tenderneſs and alfettidn, as to 


Tx tf 
* 441 2 


8 5 cela or your imzereſt and happineſs. | 
A gives me pleaſure that your FA FS at the- 


| Academy | is. Lib: md, and. your progreſs in 
ou” 7 | menen 
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eee in fome degree, ber anxious con- 8 
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ſetmure equivalent to expeAation. As vn 
advance in the field of ſcience, I hope every 
new acquiſition in knowledge, will be accom- 
panied with adequate improvements in virtue, 
and ſtrengthen your attachment to her intereſ}, 
that you will be enabled to diſcern her excel- 
lence, and cultivate a ſincere reverence for * | 


precepts. | Pf. 1R 


©" 


Give me leave to recommend to you a nule __— 
- | pamphlet entitled, The Temple of Virtue, when 
| 1 delivered to Mr. —, when we parted; the 
| magnificence of it will ſtrike your Wmiration, 
and Il aſſure you, it is ereced/on the firm baſis 

of truth, It is virtue, my dear Henry, halt 

” gives a real luſtre to life, and is the brighteſt 8 
ornament you can wear. It will ſparkle Ee 
every inferior diſtinQtion ſhall vaniſh. It will | 
ſurvive time, and bloom with undecaying and 
improving beauty, when tranſplanted into ES 1 


fair een of . / gt 8 . 
| | : 4 1 


2 New © . 


This intlerimines; give me leave to 1 vou 

geereh which includes both your E 

bud final beppipele, and to recommend you t& 
| the protektion, guidance, and influence of the 

| Supreme Being, who is perfect in wiſdom, and 
unbounded in goodneſs. Your future corre- 

Fe 2 will be 0 wo Our 
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reſpeRts wait on Mr. and Mrs. —, The 
aſſurance of your Mamma's recovery will mate» 
rially contribute to our general felieity. 


L 


I am, dear Henry, 


2 
 AﬀeRionately yours, 3 | 
* . * 
— _ ONT 
LETTER XV. 
e TS | : 23 if i ins ; 4 
” Dear Amelia, v —— MM er borviteb T. 


] Fully, 8 vriting to you before this | 


period; but have been prevented by many 


| indiſpenſable engagements ; and even now, 


When an opportunity offers, I am at a loſs 
What to ſay: chooſing to wave the melancholy 


ſuhzekl, you might expe& I would enlarge upon. 
I have twice engaged in it, and would decline a 
third; however you cannot doubt my ſymps- 


thizing with you, as a ſufferer in the ſame vaſt 


loſs, with myſelf. 1 wiſh we may be directed 


do improve every temporary event; adoring the 
-wiſdom of the all-diſpoſing Power, as much 


under the adverſe, as pleaſing. ſeaſons of life, 
the. ſame-divine. Power, appointing, both. Un- 


mixed bappinels is inconſiſtent with the nature 
and deſign of a nnn ſeene. We are tq- 


7 "11-1 expekt 


them well. If all things flowed in a perpetual 


intermixture of ſickneſs, pain, adyerſity, difape* 


to affure you 3 1 am, 30 1 =; 


„ Er TEK xix. 


| Ticket, in conſequence of your gener 184A 


Fm) 0 


expett infelicities of one Kind or other. By 
them, the'mind is diſciplined for a future flats 
of perfeft enjoyment; and that perſon is bap- 
pieſt, whoſe frame of ſpirit is ſuited to bear 


eaſy current, we ſhould. have no occaſion for the 
exerciſe of ſome of the moſt diſtinguiſhed chriſ- 
tian graces,. and be feady to take up our reſt in 
theſe ſublunary ſatisfaftions. But the frequent 


pointment (bitter ingredients indeed, but fal 
tary) convince us of our miſtake, corrett our 
Tond aitachments, and point chem to > higher 
regions. 8 


V Y - 
A 5 
1 e 


Let us e adore. the wiſe »dminiftration 
of divine Providence, and endeayour to attain 
a humble, ſubmiſſive temper, , under gen di- 
penſation. 


The poſt is is on "Y Sing I have + ſearce 60 


Tours eaten &e. 
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Dent Matilde, 2 1144/72 34152048 ee, 3 
I Received by laſt evening s poſt, your favour 
1 of the zoth inſtant; incloſing a Lottery 


& 
tion, of which you informed me a few days be- 


fore. Accept my thanks for this repeated in- 
Nance of your friendſhip, and for your kind 


wiſhes with regard to the ſucceſs; however that 
may be decided, my obligation is the ſame. 


You judge right in believing that covetouſ. 


nels is not my predominang inclination. I think 
would not deſire to be rich; but it is difficult 
to know ourſelves, and to form an exact eſtimate 


on that myſterious ſubject. Partiality often 


blends its favourable colouring in ſuch a caſe. 


We think, abilities for the exerciſe of benevo. 


lence, where ſo many affecting opportunities 


are afforded, in this intermixed ſtate of things, 


and which affluence is beſt calculated to indulge, 
highly deſirable ; but perhaps, if the power was 


conveyed, the diſpoſition would be altered: then 
we ſhould have cauſe to regret the exchange. If 


our ſituation in life is eaſy and comfortable, it 


demands our perpetual gratitude. To defire 
elegancies and ſuperfluities, would imply an 
unreaſonable temper, and an inſenſibility of thoſe 


innumerable bleſſings which indulgent beaven 


has beſtowed and diftributed in a wiſe propor- 
tion; in the moderate enjoyment, and thankful 
improvement of which, our chief ſolicitude 


4 ought to be employed, whilſt our ſupreme hope 
is l beyond, the narrow limits of time, 


to 


15 EY , 
* 
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to that faie inheritance above thai kies. There, 
indeed, my dear Matilda, are pleaſures i incorrup- 
tible and eternal; ſuch as it is our wiſdom to 
covet, our happineſs to anticipate. In compa- 


riſon with theſe, earthly poſſeſſions. loſe. their 
attractive influence, appear with faded chars 


and drop into darkneſs and obſiyion! 


ws - » 
"Hes 
— 


1 am glad to be . nad of he ol cfſeQs | 1 
of your late journey, and wiſh you a long con» 


tinuance of that ſlate of health you at preſent 


enjoy, or rather an improvement. of it, and 


conclude, e and gratefully, .. 


Yours afeAionately, e. 


1 4 : | 


„Den Meg ðᷣͤ nin ual 


8 Sau alſo among the prophets ? or « rather is | 


Lucretia among the converts ? Diſtinguiſhed 


zra! 1 congratulate my dear Lucretia, that 
her attachments to ſerious piety, which her late 
conduct has evidenced, makes way for the 
introduction of more ſolid pretenſions to ele 
. and acceptance. 
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elaborate ſtudy of the toilet, the allurements 


| of the theatre, and the engagements of the 
| eard-table ; drop heir maſque, and appeir in 


their ridiculous realities: incapable of affording 
adequate entertainment to an immortal ſpirit, 
whole connedtion with theſe trifles of a day, will 
ſoon be diſſolved; and its ſtate in an awful eter- 
nity, materially decided by a judicious, and ſe- 


rious improvement of the preſent fleeting hour. 


The ſame grace that enlightened, and con- 
vinced my dear Lucretia, is able to preſerve her 
Ready in the flowery paths of wiſdom, if ſhe is 


not negligent of its dictates, does not reſiſt its 
bright convictions, 
. Preſent peace is the ſure attendant on that ſacred 
path, and nothing leſs I life, the 


and ſalutary influences. 


prize. 8 . 


That we may both attain the prize (which 
Will inconceivably over-balance the intermediate 


conflict) through the riches of victorious grace, 
and the merits of redeeming love, employs the 
moſt ardent n of my dear Lucretia's 


— 


Afſeclionate Friend. 


The decorations of dreſs, which employed the 
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1 RS rr yours by laſt Sen 3 poſt, which 
proved a, meſſenger of ſolemn tidings in- a 

deed! the departure of Mrs. - , who 1, 

hope is a conſiderable gainer 18. the exchange! 

But nature demands a tear; yet "py forbids an 
ON Autan of them. 8 Fo 
T0 eis the infelicities, Fea LS 10 morta- 4 | 
lay, (ang eſpec ially that peculiar one, the tema = 
porary ſeparation, of friends by death) is indeed - 8 
a very gonſidereble attainment. It is by fo 


and elsbüratg, ſtops, we climb, this ardugus aſcent. 


Vain and inefficacious are the efforts of human 


| reaſon to adwiniſter ſupport, or to compoſe the, 5 


inquietude of the mind, without . the ſuperion = 
aids. of religion. It is faith and hope that 
perform theſe , wonderful operations; faith. 4 
that realizes inviſible. futurities; hope that 
breathes her conſolations reſpeGing.f their 1 = 


| oy . 


'> 


We — — to W on al. lai Weviariny. 


' circumſtances, that have attended afflictive diſ- 


penſations, with gratitude. When divine Pro? | 
E 2 5 . videneg f 
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vidence removes our dear friends in a gradual 


manner, the mind is habituated to that expeQa- 


tion, and better prepared to ſuſtain the ſevere 
trial. 1 hope you experience the advantage of 


theſe kind and gentle pre- -monitions, You ſaw 
the advancing conqueror on his way, attentively 
obſerved his depredations on the blooming 


85 cheek, and the hwy rare pron luſtre of the ſprightly 


* 


An humble depetitfints on the ſupporting 
grace of God, is our duty, intereſt, and happi- 


neſs; this is our ſecurity, our defence, every 
moment. This 1 hope will be your perpetual 
ſecurity, and remarkably vouchſafed under the 


various emergencies of lite. Then the grand 
conſolations, with which the inſpired volume 


| abounds, many of which are peculiarly adapted 


to an aMifed ſtate, and ſhine with tranſcendant 


brilliancy in the eye of faith; will diffuſe that 
calm and peaceſul ſerenity which the preſent 


ſituation ſo tenderly claims. That it may be 


the happy attainment of my dear F roma is the 


carne ſt deſire of her 


 AﬀeQtionate Friend, Ae. 5 
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LETT BR: N 


Dear Caroline, 


4 


1 Acknowledge wich thanks your late favour, 
and had the vanity to hope its early arrival, 
I am ſorry you were prevented, in chat. obliging 


deſign, by your uſual indiſpoſitions. The winter k. 
paſſed with, very little ſatisfaction, and indeed 


the ſpring has hitherto made but an unpleaſing 
advance through the interruption of ſome un- 


_ expefted incidents. However, I hope you will 


be able to recompoſe your thoughts, retrieve. 
happy freedom of ſpirits, and yet enjoy much 


Future pleafure at your favourite retreat: that 


you will endeavour to diſengage the mind from 
too intenfe an application to commercial life, 


and fubmit to an USC NEE fo neceſlary to 


Me rejoice chat Sophia continues fo wall. 


whoſe preſervation. and health, your Fe 
ſo much depends, I conlider her. now, as. the 


reaſonable companion of your leiſure hours, 


and the enlivener of them all, with her innocent 


vivacity. We rejoice too in Mr. Is 


dawning, recovery; hope it will ſoon be perfect. 


| ed, and health, that grand requiſite to. the true 
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among unbelievers, 


e 


enjoyment of life, reſtored on a permanent 


foundation. We are entertained wich the proſ- 


pect of ſeeing him, under that deſirable ſtate, 
and would not have him chequer it with a 


doubt. The ſuppoſition that ſomething may in- 


tetvene to prevent our purpoſes, when there is 


no apparent reaſon for it, is apt to diſconcert 


our views, deſtroy the pleaſure of hope, and 
enervates reſolution, I would not have Mr. 
give me an opportunity to rank him 


: You charge me. dear Caroline, with a negle& 5 
in writing, for which I can plead no ſufficient 
excuſe; but give me leave to aſſure you, that 


the ties of eſteem and gratitude will never be 


diſſolved, however remiſs I may be in acknow- 


ledging thoſe engagements to you; and after 


this ſincere declaration, I ſhall with leſs reluc-. 
tance ſubmit myſelf to your cenſure, as indo- 
lent, negligent, or what you * 


— 


Harriet unites with me in beſt reſpetts to you | c 


and Mr. L——. Love to Sophia. I intreat a- 
letter by firſt opportunity, though not e 
© that fayour, 


Ts 


{8 am, n Caroline, 


LETTER | 


marraige? yours, &c. : 


_ 


LETTER XXIIL 


| Dear Madam, . - 
OUR favour received, affords great is 


ſure; that paragraph only excepted, where i; 4 


you mention your indifferent ſtate of health: 
but the period of life to which you have arrived, 
it is natural to expect, will be ſubje@ to many 
infirmities. 1 ſincerely wiſh they may be alle- 
viated by a lively faith, and a joyful hope. 


| Theſe will diffuſe an enlivening luſtre on the 
evening of life, and diſtinguiſh your ſetting ſun 
with the moſt amiable ſplendour. 


It och eine me great pleaſure to viſit | ou, 
if a convenient opportunity permitted; but the 


length of the journey. is conſiderable, and my 
- engagements at preſent pretty numerous. How- 
ever, if we do not meet in a preſent world, 1 


hope we ſhall be fellow. citizens above, and 
form a part of the heavenly houſehold, 


The late melancholy changes in the a at 


: 8 you have undoubtedly been informed of. 


It is indeed awful to conſider how many of our 
dear and valuable friends have been ſummoned 


into o eternity, during the laſt ſeven om: ns 


Ml 


& 


® * ſhort ſpace; but replete with important events! 
My dear —— had been viſited with a painful 
8 Hineſs which threatened her removal a conſider- 
W! able time before the fatal hour arrived; accord- 
=: | ingly ſhe adjuſted her affairs with a particular 
1h: | 4 reference to that event, and as in life, ſhe ever 
1 diſcovered the tendereſt and moſt generous affec- 
'Ml | tion to all thoſe related” to Mr. — 
WE who were fo happy at different periods as to 
. form a part of her family, and {hare the reſine- 


ments of her converſation; ſo in the ſolemn 
article of death, thoſe generous attentions were 
not diſcontinued, but leemed to prevail to the 
e moment. | 


. 3 7 * 
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Tam aud the few articles lately ſent, proved 
acceptable to you, which you intimate by an 
acknowledgment far exceeding their deſerts. I 
had a letter lately from Mrs. D ; but though 
s miracle of conciſeneſs, it dee the intel. 
N Ugence of their general welfare, 


I am, dear Madam, 15 


Reſpeafully yours, Kc. 


LETTER 


(5) 


LETTER XXIV. 


Dear Parthenia, 


11 at ſeeing my dear friend's ſentiments 
tranſmitted in their native dreſs, and not by 


the deputation of another, I am ſenſible at this 


ſeaſon it was a taſk to you; but your deſire to 
_ oblige ſurmounted every difficulty. Your mi- 


nute obſervation' of mine, I eſteem a great in- 
dulgence, and thank you for ſo particular a 
reply. I am pleaſed to view you in a more diſ- 
engaged light than formerly, though ſome im- 
portant concerns are yet depending. May you 


be equal to every part you are appointed to act; 


and experience thoſe divine ſupports, which a 


friend under ſuch intereſting impreſſions, joined 
wa oy delicate * een od 


I have had a little dune in the country, 


where nature's ample diverſified ſcenes, at this 


blooming ſeaſon of the year, are ſurveyed with 
delight, and ought always to inſpire gratitude to 
the Supreme Original of all that's fair, lovely, 


beneficial and excellent; who has formed ſuch a | 


paradiſe. of beauty, for the inhabitants of the 
earth, and repleniſhed it with various produc- 


5 tions, expreſſive of his boundleſs liberality. 


Theſe 


- 


(8) 


' Theſe all wait on Thee, and Thou giveſt them 
their meat in due ſeafon. Thou openeſt thine 
hand, and they are filled with good. All thy 


works praiſe Thee, O Lord! and let all thy ſaints 
bleſs Thee! 


"The retirement of a rural life is peculiarly fas 
vourable to meditation; every thing we: behold, 
 feems to provoke! it, and even to point the 
thought upwards. Innocence, and peace (its 
inſeparable. attendant). ſeem to reſide in the 
humble cottages. There is nothing to excite 
ambitious. competitions; in thoſe unornamented 
abodes. Domellic liſe ſeems there to breathe 
time ſereneſt ſatisfaftions, che pureſt; the: moſh 

refined delights. The Tiller's wholeſome toil 
is generally. rewarded with competent advan- 
tages, which during. their ſlate of immaturity, 


exerciſe his hope with pleaſing expeRatians, - * 
and convince him, how much depends on that 


divine Providence which appoints the former 


* 
e 
* 


[ 
—— 


and the latter rain in their ſeaſons, to impart 


fertility to che ſoil; and efficacy to induſtry. 
Health too ſeems to ſhed her partial roſes among 
them, with a laviſh hand, which the purity of 
the air, the plainneſs and temperance of diet, 
and the various incentives to exerciſe, unite in 


„ / . bus foo 
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You will thiok I am ſo captivated att ſhady 
groves, and purling ſtreams, that I ſhall ſoor 
turn ſhepherdeſs ; and, accoutered with my firaw 
| bonnet and crook, attended with a faithful dog; 
adopt ſome fleecy charge. However that he, 
and wherever 1 am, Parthenia will not be wholly 
excluded from my contemplations, and good 
wiſhes, in which Amelia and Daphne, her two 
ſmiling little cherubims, will ſhare, I find they 
are competitors for your eſteem, which 1 dare 
ſay is impartially diſtributed. It is highly 
pleaſing to obſerve that laudable emulation in 
children, harmonizing with reaprocat affection. 
Indeed when a ſpirit of emulation degenerates 
into envy; it forms an unhappy character. But 
Parthenia's aſſiduity will watch the growth and 
tendency of every riſing principle; being peeu» 
| liarly qualified for that important office, which 
Mr. Thomſon's elegant pen, ſo finely repreſents, 
F . Delightful taſk! to rear the tender thought, 1 | 
To teach the young idea, how to ſhoot, 

To pour inſtruction on the opening mind, 
To breathe the enlivening ſpirit, and to fix 
The generous purpoſe in the gern breaſt, 


" The paper having received this eſſential 3 
ration, ſecures its pretentions to Parthenia's 
acceptance, on the footing of merit, and raging 0 
ſilences every addition from her 


9 


| AﬀeBionate Friend, 8 
"LETTER - 


86 
LETTER XXV. 


Dear Sylvia, 


AS my dear friend experienced, not only 


thoſe who under a fair ſky, beamed benignity, 


does ſhe meet with that frigid indifference of 
aſpect, which correſponds with the ſtern winter 
of adverſity? It is indeed a trying ſituation ; 


but inculcates leſſons of patience, humility, and 
reſignation. Lovely graces! abſolutely neceſ- 


'Tary to our repoſe, however difficult to attain : 
of ſovereign efficacy to relax our intenſe attach- 


ments to this fleeting ſcene, to engage them in 


a ſublimer proſpe&, and invigorate our purſuit 
* after unprecarious enjoy ments. Be not diſcou- 
© raged on this occaſion. That friendſhip which 
varies with the ſeaſons, does not deſerve the 

name, and may be relinquiſhed einem regret ; ; 
it is ſcarce worth a ſigh. 


But l hope my dear Sylvia need not com- 
plain of a general deſection in this point. Some 


+ undoubtedly remain (to the honour of humanity) 
Who are flill equally ready to patronize merit, 
to deviſe liberal things, in favour of a diflreſſed 


TED TY « ahh | friend, 


| the inſtability of worldly circumſtances, 
but the inconſtancy of human friendſhip ? From 


* 


1 6 


ſriend. and to ptoje& plans of tender alleviatiot. 
But my dear Sylvia proceeds in her pathetic 
repreſentations, and che tear of ſenſibility ſeems 
to drop upon the paper. Are then the exertions 
of a virtuous induſtry (which would willingly 
prevent a train of obligations) ſeemingly de- 


 fTeated? and are you brought into thoſe delicf 
ſituations, which awaken the fineſt feelings of 


the mind, excite your clemency, and pierce you 


with ſolicitude, reſpedting others, who are nearly 
allied to you in the bonds of nature! In this 
complicated diſtreſs, does every help, and every 
hope ſeem to fail? You move my compaſſion; 
but I muſt intreat you to endeavour to rife ſupe- 
rior to all the inſinuations of infidelity, ſo ready 
to aſſault our fortitude under ſuch intereſting 
emergencies; and to commit all your anxieties 
to the Supreme Diſpoſer of human events, W 


will appoint what BED ele in "OP probs a 1 3 


— N (#586 11 10 N ty _ +, 


. f 


The 2 you fo mo Fee? e wht l N 
videntially diſſipated in a ſhort ſeaſon, and pro- 
duce a ſhower of unexpeQted bleſſings. In the 


mean time, may all thoſe» graces which adit} + | 


adverſity, be the portion of my dear Sylvia! 
They do not grow indeed on ihature's; can; wy 
vated +ſoil ;. but are of | heavenly: extraction P 
Theſe will diffuſe that tranquility and peace, 
r F | which." 


* „ 


1 which the world, et its . bpuning W 
and variegated appearances, cannot deprive: you 
of, and teach you to live * E r 
its 1 ſmiles. HS , 


4 am, my dent Friend, with ſympathetic. 


—_ Affectionately yours, &c. 
3 J $54, T3 „ "V4 44 ; | 24 


> 7 RX E. T. T E R XXVI. 
ah . a 5 * 1 f 4 F 
* dear Friend, 


Am glad the few hints 1 3 commun#- 
= cated any ſatisfaction to my dear Sylvia in 
ber preſent perplexity ; and;that ſome propitious 

Star ſeems to penetrate through the gloom, win 

a cheering ray. I congratulate you on this alle- 

- viation, and tranſmit the ines of beneuolence 
for 10 nod heiß. Ne! EL ob” 

1 | 

e b not FERN io 8 as his: 

region of viciſſuude without encountering ſome 

AL 2 67 ii tempeſts. It ie well-that the : hurricanes | 
I —— — perpetual; but are ſometimes ſuc- 

. ceeded dy a calm. We require a great congur-: 

1 di, 3 1 4 repce 


* * 


* 


= 63.) 


«rence of bleſſings to denke bor 1 * 
fortable through the wilderneſs. We are apt to 
over-look theſe in our moments of dejection, 
and to examine, with a critical exactneſs, eveiy 
. fource of anxiety. If we. take a comparative 
view of. our infelicities, we ſhall always haye |. 
cauſe for thankfulneſs, that they are no greater. 
and adore the Supreme Diſpoſer, who appoints” $. 
every part of our inheritance, with infinite wile. 
dom. How defirable the experience included 
iu "ele beautiful lines! 


* 


When in the ne oe e 

| Or on the thirſty mountain pam, „ #4att; 

Jo fentle vales, and dewy meade, | 

Our weary, wandering ſteps he 8 
Where peaceful rivers, ſoft and flow, h 
Amid the verdant landſcape flow. $5428 an 1 > | 


1 


Though i in M and rugged way © "NE 
Through devious, Jonely wilds we i We 
His preſence ſhall our pains beguile, | ':/ F.. 
The barren wilderneſs ſhall ſmile, L 5 5 5 1 
Wich ſudden gre, and herbage crown'd, | + < 
8 And _ ſhall murmur all around. * - Se 


Hoh pliareſine'? the e deſeripuon! J hy . 
friend ſeems to regret that her aftions ate mil. 
interpreted, by a cenſorious, undiſerning, 
world. It is no uncommon caſe on fuck # 
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hdd opinion. The delicate, tender ſeelings of 
"humanity cannot be comprehended by thoſe who 
ware deſlitute of chem; or the generous efforts of 
A "benevolence approved by the heart that is 
= -wrapped in the little circle of ſelf. The one 
will be conſtrued weakneſs ; the other in- 
i *. 


12 


38 my dear Sylvia enjoy the lille of an 
Japproving conſcience? and the humble hope of 
a far ſuperior approbation? From that elevated 
- ſphere, can ſhe ſay to death, Where is thy 
"Ning? and to the grave, Where is thy victory ? 
Does ſhe hope 10 expire (whether in the ele- 

: . or the humble cottage) with that 
Alwine ſerenity which Mr. Pope's celebrated 
* ſo e delineate ? 


* 


x | Vital ſpark ! heavenly fame, ... 
= > © TY n oh quit this mortal frame; 
1 Trembling, boping, ling' ring, flying, 
* * a 5 75 Ohl the pain, the bliſs of dy ing. 


WW "Eaſe fond pature | ceaſe y ſtrife, 


8 = * . 5 
3 $3 Hack! tes whiſper, angels 55 
= E 20 3 Siſter ſpizit, come away. 
=> - + "ww What 3 is this abſorbs me quite 2 
| . 2 15 Steals my ſenſes; ſhuts my fight; | 
_— Dh *: Sinks my ſpirits, * draus my breath; "2 v2 
1 3 . my ſoul! can this be deach ? 18. 
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The world recedes, 5 bo 3 
Heaven opens on wy eyes my ears Fe WA r 
Wich ſounds ſeraphie rinßnng 
Lend, lend your wings} I mount; 1 fly. „ 


Oh grave! where is thy victory? 
| Oh death ! where 1 is thy fling? _ 


That i is enough, my dear Sylvia; ror not i 
the intermediate conflicts of this preliminary, 
ſcene, whether ariſing from the world's ingrati-⸗ 8 4 
tude, and cenſoriouſneſs; cr undeſerved con- 7 
tempt: it is the common lot of a depreſſed 

4 ſituation, and ought not to pierce che heart * 358 
deeply that is fortified with the armour of a vie- 
torious faith, and the divine hope of a bleſſed 
immoctality. Adieu, my dear friend. May you \ 
be conducted ſafe through the remaining laby- bp 


i rinths of this pars to the regions, of F 
amity . bliſs? | 
„ OLI "Faves beate 195 
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Y numerous engagements deri TE 

> fered with-an immediate Ane, 

of op dear fi iend' O obliging leiton, in which her 
155 * 3 8 2 nativs © 5 A : 


2 
. 


Bd 
4 
* yy 
* 


— 4 
8 
- 


"7 66 ) 


native viyacity ſparkles, and innocently enter- 
tains; but I want to ſee it tempered with the 


mild effulgence of wiſdom's rays, which adds to 


entertainment, edification. But this is the re- 


ſult of ſedate reflection which you are too buſy, 


or (in your own imagination) too happy to 


. ad mit. 


I would not have you think I would extin- 


- guiſh, with a rigid ſeverity, all your innocent 
{vivacities. It is not neceſſary. in order to be 
wiſe, that you ſhould be dull; on the contrary, 
true wiſdom inſpires a cheerfulneſs on the moſt 
ſolid baſis, as it gives the higheſt reliſh to pre- 
ſent enjoyment, and enſures eternal felicities. 
But the tranſient, uncertain nature of our ſitua- 


tion here, my dear Amelia, and the ſoul's im- 


mortality hereafter, convey ideas of inexpreſ- 
ſible importance, and magnificence. They pour 


that contempt on the trifles of a day, which they 
merit, and enable us to view the grand reſe- 
tences of a momentary exiſtence here to an 
eternal ſcene. In this juſt diſquiſition of things 
we muſt admit ſedate thoughts. My favourite 
Author, Dr. Lahe remarks, : 


* * 


. e 2 


2 AE leds, like a pile 
Wiege c de, to ruin runs. 


* 
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do, 
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.. Suffer me to enrich my letter with a few more 
lines from that ſtar of the firſt magnitude | in dhe 
literary firmament. 


Tell me, ſome God! my guardian angel! tell, 
What thus infatuates? What inchantment plants 
The phantom of an age *twixt us and deaes, * 
Already at the door ? He knocks! we hear him, 
And yet we will not hear. What nail defends 
Our untouch'd hearts? What miracle turns off 
The pointed thought ? which from a thouſand divers 
Is daily darted, and is daily ſhunn'd ? 
We ſtand as in a battle, throngs on throngs 
* Around us falling; wounded oft ourſelves; 
ä Though bleeding with our wounds, unmortal Mill F., 
We ſee time's furrows on another's brow, 
And death intrench'd, preparing his aſſault ; 
How few themſelves, in that juſt mifror ſee? © J q 
Or, ſeeing, draw their inference as ſirong ! 3 4 ; I 1 [ 


Their death is certain; doubtful here; he muſt, © . A 
And ſoon; we may, within an age, expire. 3 N 
ho grey our heads, our thoughts and aims are Sn 7 


Like damag'd clocks, whoſe-hand and bell diſfent, 5 5 i = 2 : 
- Folly ſings ſix, while nature points at twelve *. po 


* 3 
** * 
= 


Abſurd longevity | more, more it cries; ;; 1 
More liſe, more wealth, more traſh of every kj | "5 
And wherefore mad ſor more, when reliſh fails? Þ 
| Aſk thbught for joy, grow rich, and hoard within. | 
Think you the ſoul, when this lifes rattles ceaſe, | | 
Has nothing of more manly to fuected FF 91 1 
Contract the taſte immortal; learn e 'n gow, i | 5 5 . 7 
- To reliſh what alone ſubſiſis hereaftgr, | * 55 7 
Divine, or none, henceforth your Joys for, erer. 1 
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"Guy not, my Jo Kabine, theſe relleklions are 


only ſuited to the evening of life; they ſuit 


every ſlage of it; every ſtage being uncertain. 


Remark his beautiful comment on Narciſſa's 


youth, which yielded to the univerſal conqueror, 
whoſe evening approached, before ſhe attained 
the meridian. | 5 


x Early, 5 tranſient, chaſte, ac morning dew, 
de ſparkled, was exhal'd and went to heaven. 


I am, my dear Amelia's 


Sincere and afleionate Friend. 


LETTER -XXVIIL 


. 
Dear Lavinia, 
* 4 ED 


* 


8 nothing material to communicate, 


I have delayed acknowledging your laſt 
favour for fo long a time, and indeed the ſame 


reaſon might fill prevail, but being defirous of 


renewed alſurances, of your, welfare, I reſume 


the corre pondence. 
ry 


3 22 gh => . 
1 was 6 fmely favoured with a letter from Mrs. 
. tt „ Who has been indiſpoſed. She is far 
6 . advanced 


+ 


Pr 


advanced in the vale of years, and old age has 


its peculiar train of infirmities. Barzillai's de- 


ſcription of it, is very affecting. Indeed he 
ſpoke experimentally ; but to you, who are in 
the bloom of life, a diſſertation on that ſubje& 
would be quite ineligible ; yet remember, La- 


vinia, it advances by imperceptible degrees, 


and your improvements ought to keep pace with. 
its approach, left, if you ſhould ever arrive. at 
that ſtage, you ſhould be chargeable with what 
Dr. Young calls, Grand climaQerical abſur- 


dities.“ 


I think Dr. Young's Night Thoughts in gene 


ral, the moſt ſublime, and animated human com- 


poſitions I ever read: the reaſoning is cloſe, 


pointed, and perſpicuous; the expreſſion beau- 
tifully conciſe, comprehending a volume of in- 


ſtrudtion in a few words. Indeed the ſubjetts 
on w ich he treats are of the ſublimeſt, ten- 
dereſt, "ang moſt intereſting nature; fitted to 
diſplay, to the higheſt advantage, the grandeur 
of the intelleualpowers. What mind can be. 
- fill the force of his pointed appeals to Lorenzo? 
which dart convittion, brigi ; ad ſudden as the 
lightning? May you and I feel, as well as ad- 
mire, the force of his arguments and * to be- 
-lieve, Lavinia, is to feel.” Accept our united 


Re”? 1 . 
1 * ſincerely yours, Ae 


* 5 
4 
_ * 
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ST, 
ben Madam, i 


1 


by Lucretia. Since her return to ——, 
'a variety of engagements have prevented the 


7 more immediate acknowledgment; but I need 
Teatce aſſure you, that Mrs. — has frequently 
been the agreeable ſubje of our converſation 
' fince that period; having left many pleaſing im- 


preſſions of a generous ne to — . 
e recollection. e TEC 


is ſeppale my lively "ROOT has wrote you 


. happy inthe thought that the one mM ſupply 
* the defects of the other, and unde Fthe advan- 


don. SL 3 . 
ws oo: JJ f 

9 Vo inform me of your ſettlement in your 

yew. iat 5 I wiſh you and Mr. —— along 

+ enjoyment of it. Lucretia bas given me a par- 

ticular deſcription of its elegance; and the. ſitu- 

ation being extremely pleaſant, you obligingly 


5 urge in as a > oath to * but thoſe whom 
« 1. "EGS | you 


\CCEPT my thanks for your odligitig favour 


Aa ie and entertaining'epiſtle. I want a little 
of her vivacity to render mine ſo; but 1 am 


age of ſuch an inirodud ion obigin a + En | 


* 


* 


Y 


aA 


a. 


( 29% | 
you are pleaſed. to admit into the number of- 


your fyends,/ require no inducements but what 
ariſe from your per aps! merit. 


Your charming bowers, 1 ſuppoſe, afford a 
refreſhing: ſhade ; your grottos, a cool retreat; 
your gardens, a profuſion of fragrance;; your 


riyulets, a ſoothing murmur.;...xour. caſcades, 4 


magnificent torrent; and the ſituation of your 


villa commands. an extenſive,” diverſified proſ-. 


pect: thus, though nature and art combine to 
entertain the ſenſes, yet let me give wy, amiable 
friend a caution againſt repofing amidft theſe 


dangerous inſinuations, and taking up ber reſt 9 1 Fs 


theſe terreftrial amuſements. I believe 


may account it a ſelicity to be ſtationed in the 


inferior ranks of liſe; for even in theſe we have 


too many attachments to a preſent world. BW] !Z 


certainly in a more elevated ſphere, our attagh=; 


ments would be ſtill ſtronger, and our tempias, 
tions more numerous. To be ſurrounded muh 


every ching that art and nature can furniſh, 10 


entertain the eye and regale the ſenſes, is cet. 
tainly a dangerous ſituation, and requires ſupe- 
rior degrees of virtue to enjoy it whhünnocenes 
and to i improve it to the boſt Pputpoſes., | baghtiz 


2 aiv 32 0 Xt 411 2g 41H 15 9 1 2 36% 3 TILT 


That you, my dear friend; may rejaice in this 


_ far — inheritance, Jas. though you | re- 


ee | ; 2 
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joiced not, may uſe it with a wiſe moderation, 
without abuſing it, knowing that the faſhion of 


this world paſſeth away, as a viſion of the e night, | 
is the lincere wiſh of 


Your obliged Friend, &c. 


| Dear Philander, 


Received your favour laſt poli in which you 
have been obligingly particular, and am glad 
to perceive your delay in writing was not occa- 


ſtoned by indiſpoſition, to which I was ready to 


impute it. It was indeed natural to ſuppoſe that 
a-hurry of engagements would immediately ſuc- - 
ceed the late event; but as you had ſignified” 
your intention of writing ſo ſoon, there ſeemed 
mer cauſe che r 


-Leome now (0 that Glen nnn in your: 35 


letter, relating to dear Judiana's will. She has 


indeed highly diſtinguiſned you; not only in a. 
manner expreſſive of her liberality, by leaving 


you ſo genteel a competency; but alſo by teſti- 


fying that generous confidence ſhe repoſed in 


180 | | you, 


n 
Fn ” 


i 


a 


* 


you, in appointing you the guardian of Ber- 


orphan children, Frederick and Altamont. Im- 


portant charge! When you view that office in 5 
its lull extent, and include in the idea, the vari- 
ous obligations you are under to the faithful diſ- 
charge of it, can you avoid this pathetic addreſs* 


to heaven, Who is ſufficient” for theſe things? 
The obligations reſulting from duty, ſriendſhip, 
aflfebtion, and gratitude, when conſidered ſingly, 
will aſſume a ſacred authority over the mind: 
what then muſt their united influence 5 ? 


4 , — 2 OE e 
115 8 6 iii 11. 


51 Au not, but yon are ep; ones of 


this, and earneſtly deſirous 0 ſuperior a aid, 


(without which we are incapable of performing 
any one duty) in order to ee yourfelf 


worthy of that high honour conſetred upon you, 


that ſacred truſt commer to you, by dur He 


Kok. 5 
— valuable * 1 N 2160 +644 os! b 1111 755 


n (642i {7 2} s 


b 1 


Her lateſt hours were eee Alia 
guiſhed by an anxious concern for her dear 
children. Amidſt all her generous cares, and 

benevolent intentiom, relating to others this 
| moſt certamly had the pre- eminence; and 
formed a powerful attractive t this "4nferior 
ſcene; and perhaps, ſometimes, even checked 


her 1 imaginary excurſions to the heavenly ſtate, | 


and i in a meaſure interrupted a previous inter- 


4 : | G 


courſe | 


- 
DRE” PI In En 


ry v; 7 HO” 
* 


(74) 
courſe, with the world of ſpirits. All this gh 
be very conſiſtent with the livelieſt exertions of 
faith in God; from the conſideration of whoſe 
infinite perfections, the chriſtian derives the 
firmeſt ſupport and conſolation, For we cannot 
expect, that every uneaſy ſenſation (though 
ſeeming to retire) will be totally eradicated, till 
our connection wich this lower world is diſ- 
ſolved; till we drop the veil of fleſh; ull this 
mortal 1 is ed in immortality. 


kiks fo 


Our dear Send had many previous e ; 


3 tions of her approaching diſſolution. Sbe had 
lng converſed with death and its viſionary. 

- terrors, and I hope was fully prepared for che 
ſolemn encounter. The general adjuſtment of 


arrived, and the particular manner in which ſhe 
conducted thoſe that had an immediate reference. 


to her departure, indicated a happy ſerenity of 


mind. May you and I. Philander, endeavdur 


to improve this g e to the 
e i e Abi; 0 iid 
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; her affairs ſo long before. the important period 


8 


— 


N 


. 


Permit me to make one werk ene before 
I cloſe my letter; viz. that however ſerious 


truths may be diſregarded in our moments of 
gay indifference, and viſionary mirth, we ſhall 
-eſteem them highly when the mind aſſumes its 


native dignity, and enjoys a ſedate and contem- 
plative frame, (the only proper ſituation of a 


rational and immortal ſpirit ;) and when affliction 
points their evidence, we ſhall then begin more 
clearly to diſcern their beauty, and decide in 
favour of their ſuperlative Nee 2nd im- 


Were Adieu. 6% : fs 


Dear Madam, | 


E particular ikke of your geneios 
friendſhip, with which I was lately favour- 
ed, require the earlieſt and moſt grateful acknaiis 
Tedgments, I am no fitting in a penſive àtti- 
tude, raflecting on the pleaſure 1 lately enjoyed 


in your company, and the diſtinguiſhed: civilities 


1 received from your agreeable'tamily. In this 


7 nen reverie the favourite Delia, with her 


G 2 een, 


- 
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_Ggnificant lool.s, and actions, ſtrikes: my imagi- 
nation, and detains me in pleaſing: captivity, 
furniſhes me with a pretty variety of viſionary 
entertainments; all ſo, perfectly innocent and 
artleſs, tbat I almoſt excuſe your partiality for 
the little trifler. 


I am now in a very proper, frame for expa- 
tiating on the vanity of earthly enjoyments; but 
ſhall not impoſe ou you ſuch a diſagreeable ſub- 
ject. Let me rather divert the thought, and 
ſolace myſelf with the pleaſing hope, that our 
paſt pleaſures may be renewed, though at what 
3 period is at preſent. uncertain. With peculiar 
FE  fatisfaQtion 1 can ſuppoſe Mrs. D e 
IF any other of my favourite friends, enlivening += 
the ſocial hour, with innocent gaiety. But 1 
am not ſatisfied, though often entertained with 
ſpeculative pleaſures. 1 would have you realize 
them by a trip here, the firſt vacant, opportunity. 8 


% A 
* 


If you can, ſrom che generous motives of 
friendſhip, forget, for a little time, the elegance 
of your own, houſe, and the delicacy and variety 
of your own table, and condeſcend to the plain 

| accommodations, and entertainment yau would 
meet with at —, it would afford me great 
pleaſure to be eee. with a viſit from you. 
And: 4: do not know, W this bumiliating tranſ- 
1 3 | poſiticn 


Un 


- 
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poſition would” de any real prejudice 'to you; 
but rather introduce'a falutary variety. It is not 
nebeſſary, Madam, that you ſhould daily feaſt on 


Nectar and Ambroſia, thefe enervaing gefcseies, 
but rather that you ſhonld fubmit to, and ex- 
change them for the common food of mortals. 
On the plan of 4'virtaorus Telf-Jental teh, I 
invite you here; and inflead of being attendet 


dy a train of livety- ſervants, your good- nature | 
will allow you to be as well pleaſed with the 


artleſs, and well-meant civinties of oy Wand 


| 
| 5 . 271 85 22 i 2 
domeflies. l 
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You will axpeſh now ſome particulars « 


N 2 } ; 


my 


| journey, which ( chauks to the indulgent car of fs F 


heaven) was condufted without any diſagreeable 
accident. . The company; upon the whole, were 
agreeable; nature was in her beſt array; the 
Kies formed a magnificent azure: canopy; the 
trees and fields clothed with verdure, and ſmil- 
ing with abundance, prefented a lovely ſcene fo 


the eye, and pointed its grateſul direction to the 


Supreme Original of beauty and excellence. 


The road between 8 and EL, is the 


moſt delightful that I remember to have travelled; 


deriving peculiar beauty from the ſerpentine 
ſtreams of the river FJ. We arrived at 
E. — in the evening. The impetuous ſhowers. 


prevented our accurate ſurvey of the city for 


8 3. 


two 


0 70. * 
two days. The proſpect from the caſtle is ex- 


tremehy beautiful and extenſive, I think almoſt 


equal to that from the almoſt circular 


meanders of the river e which is the 


eig ene of the latter. 


To cloſe an egeeable 1 wh the moſt 


empbatic delight, 1 found my friends here in 


perfekt health. They unite with me in grateful 


reſpects to Mrs. D-—, and in affeAtonate ſa- 
Jutations to the innocent Delia, on ' whoſe per- 
feftions I have expatiated a little. The fugitive 
poſt permits me only to ſay, Adieu. 


* le - * - ASE. - __ 
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| Dear Harriet, 


14 


] Am favoured with back? your ir letters, and "OR 


an important apology. to plead for my delay 
in expreſſing my obligations, viz. the indiſpoſi- 
tion of Clerimont, who was viſited with a threat- 
ening diſorder ſoon after my introduction to a 
new houſe. Upon his happy recovery, I em- 


brace ihe earlieſt opportunity of communicating 


my ſatisfactions iq my much eſteemed friend. I 
congratulate you on your dale arrival at L——, 
2 565 | 8 4 | the 
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of your preſent circumſtances, which enables 
, you 


„ - * * 
"AS - x . 3 
by » 
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ſelf, as well as accepiable to your friends, as you 


N reſided there ſo conſiderable a time. But your 
laſt letter informs me of a melancholy! event, 
which would render your return home ex- 
tremely uncomfortable, and occahon 1 diſ. 


treſt in the fei ],́ẽ] rm 


The darkeſt diſpenſations of Providence . are | 
intended to promote our intereſt and bappineſs; 2 


if rightly improved, will certainly have that 


effect, though, if we judge by ſenſe, it is diff. F 
cult to be perſuaded of that truth. The loſs of 5 


friends, is a moſt lively memento of our own 
diffolution, and an emphatical admonition to 
Prepare for the intereſting event. In the bloom 
of youth, we may perhaps deem it an unpleaf- 
ing, an unneceſſary ſpeculation ;. but even then, 


it | cannot be unſeaſonable, as no interval „ 


4 
time is ſecure from theſe ſummonſes. It is 


therefore our higheſt intereſt, my dear Harriet, 


to converſe with future ſcenes. Such views 


will have a. ſalutary effe& on our converſation 
and conduR; regulate our tempers, defires, 3 
hopes, and open aftrene and N pr a : a 


into immer enz 
* 


1 
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Permit me to congratulate you on thi afiictich 


71 
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the road and ſeaſon being ſo ae and 
conclude, your viſit was very agreeable to oV, 


you to deviſe liberal things, inveſts you with 
che happy privilege of fofrening the difireffes"6f 


Humanity, by imparting bread to the hungry, 


raiment to the deſtitute, cordials to the” fick, 


education to che ignorant; &c. deſirable, 1 had 
almoſt ſaid, venviabte fituation! I congratulate 
you, as 1 hope a benevolent inclination accom- 


panies it; if not, you are rather entidled to com- 
paſſion : as our real uſefulneſs, ſhould always 
bear a proportion to our abilities. Ah! my 


Harriet, what immenſe ſums are profuſely ha- 
zarded at a gaming-t table? the ſucceſs of which. 
might have been realized by benevolent atten- | 


tions, amply recompenſed i in the moſt reſined 
Tatisfaftions, and ſecured in A rreaſury that will 
return an intereſt larger than our limited ideas 
Can at preſent conceive. Indeed if there was 
no future recompenſe of grace peculiarly allotted: 
to benevolence and beneficence, the pleaſure 
xeſulting ſrom theſe amiable principles in_this 


life, would recommend them to every judicious | 


and attentive mind. Yet, how much more 
a. dleſſed i it is to give, than to receive, none can 


Ec omprebend, but thoſe whoſe minds are formed 
8 for 25 B lenbbiliiies 


The plan of our . too; wk be 
much valagged, a, war ſeriouſly eon ſidered, that 


real Wants, are circumſcribed in narrow 


3 * | | bounds: 
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bounds ; a, luls; comparatively, wilt ſuffice 
them; but pride and luxury have inſatiable ap- 


petites. The decorations of dreſs, and the epi- 
curean taſte require a large expence, and alie- | 1 
nate many conſiderable moieties which ought to | 
deſcend to the indigent, and refreſh their un- 1 


comfortable ſituations, | How few banquets are 
provided to regale the palates of the poor ? but 3 
how many ftudiouſly devoted to the entertain- 
ment of, thoſe, who fare deliciouſly every day! © | 
I hope my dear Harriet, will adopt the liberal J 
plan, and ſhine in the moſt diſtinguiſned bene- 3 
ſicence. I cannot * a wiſh more eſſential 0 . a 
vo . it» 9h 2 e e 8 i 
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| Dear Miſs, | e : 
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: HE late e in W you mb Y were 1 
engaged, had a direct tendency to exeite 1 
the moſt important conviction, the moſt intereſt< 
ing reflections; being appointed to attend the 

interment of an agreeable friend, who finiſhed 

her race, before ſire" had arrived at the term of = 
1127 4 ai | . 3-4 
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years. which antes have We! 18 whoſe 
removal out of this'life, at fo early a periods 
was probably an unexpected event to heffelf as 
well as others: though ſhe had many previous 
intimations of mortality by repeated and lefs 
conſiderable indiſpoſitions, Which I dere ſhe 


„ o fern wap her cen at e of 


. 


; The end was Jeeply folemn 7 24 POR 


viewed in connection with that exquiſite diſtreſs, 


: 
wy " 
8 l - 
* * 
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by which an affectionate parent was agitated, 


n ſummoned by the adorable providence of 


Dod. t reſigu a beloved child, in the bloom of 


youth, to the duſt of death, it was alfekting be- 
youd +0315 roapee 


1 was tab to ſuppoſe ſhe was endeared to 
bim by innumerable offices of filial. obedience 
and affection: the amiable companion of his de- 


clining age, who ſeemed by the natural liveli- 


neſs and affability of her temper, to be very ca- 


pPable of contributing to a parent's ſatisſaction and 
comfort. And was it not, dear Miſs, a very 


obvious reflection, hin we ſurrounded her ſe- 
pulchre, in a little time the fame offices that we 


ate now per forming for our dear friend, will be 
performed for us, and we too ſhall be ſubjects of 
'death's dominibns, in a little time. There our 
Deaping caſt » will be nt never to _— 


6 


till ite viſible, heavens ate no more; in e 
ſound of the laſt trumpet; till the radient worn. 
10g, of the RAG. e 
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And are we ready? are we willing to die? 


Has death loſt its terrors and can we view it 
without any inquietude of mind? Nay more; 
can we | contemplate] the univerſal: Conqueror: 
with ſerenity. and compoſure of ſpirit?” as a 


vanquiſhed enemy, as a kind deliverer from the : 
fatigues, anxieties, | dangers, temptations and 
ſorrows of this militant ſlate? Can we congra- 
tulate his arrival, and receiye him as a welcome 


meſſenger of peace; inveſted with a commiſ- 


fion to releaſe che impriſoned ſoul from a tene- 
ment of clay; to apen the gates of i : 


and point its flight to a city that hath founda- 


tions, tot an inheritance incorruptible, to 2 King- + 
dom immoveable ? Can we in faith utter thoſe 


triumphant words of an eminent ſufferer ? (uh 


lived under a much darker diſpenſauion than we 


now enjoy; even before the; expetted Meſſiah: 


appeared in the:fleſh.) 1*know: that my Re- . 


deemer liveth} Or can we-adopt the animated, 

beautiful language of an inſpiced! Apoſile, O 
death, where is thy. ſting! O grave, Where is 
| thy victory ! en can we April to dar intereg. 


e and the ſtre 


gh ob 768 . Ky bag 
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' thanks be to God, who: 9 us. the video 
S through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, + May this be 
our happy attainment, through the infinite 

merits of our divine Redeemer ! 


I am induced to revive theſe ſolemnities, dear 
Mils, and to recommend theſe intereſting en- 
quiries, from what you lately mentioned when 
you favoured me wich a viſit, which bas given 
me ſome ſurpriſe and concern; nor can I act 
agreeable to the character of your friend, if I 
ſuffer it to eſcape my obſervation. You ſaid; 
you had been at the play, which was the ſuc- 
ceeding evening. And was it poſſible you could 
"x immediately reconcile ſuch apparent inconſiſt- 
eencies? A funeral, and a play! Light and 
> darkneſs is ſcarce more incompatible. Alas-!- 
what inſenſibility was evidenced by ſuch a con- 
dub 7 In vain are we viſited by alarming diſ. 
penſations, (ſeveral of which I could enumerate: 
is a rapid ſucceſſion; but leave them to your 
own recollection) if we endeavour to refi ſt thoſe” 
piereing convictions they are calculated to ex- 
cite, and ſuppreſs the correſpondent reflections 
that would naturally ariſe in the mind on theſe 
folemn occaſions, by reſorting to the pernicious 
entertainments of the theatre, and mixing in 
the modiſh circles of diſſipation and folly. Let 
me intteat you, dear Milte reſign theſe trivial 
8 1 . ET amuſements ; 5 
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amuſements; expe& no true joy, no comfor- 
table reflection, from thoſe precious hours, de- 
voted to vanity, the reſult ſooner or later will 
be vexation of ſpirit. The preſent world is a 
tranſitory, periſhing ſcene; nor is it intended for 
our reſt. Be ſatisfied then with nothing leſs 
than the divine hope of a better life; endeavour 
to aſcertain that glorious hope every day, more 
and more, by a ſuitable temper and condutt, re- 
gulated by a lively perſevering faith in the infi- 
nite merits of our divine Redeemer. 


I am, ſincerely yours, c. 


ern 


Dear Juliet, 


perceive, friendſhip has its Grows as well as 
its joys: and though at preſent I am in a very 
unbarmonious frame for writing a letter, having 
ſo lately parted with ſome of my ſelect friends; 
yet I cannot prevail on myſelf any longer to de- 


lay ſending you the intelligence of my ſafe ar- | 


rival here. If I wait for a more lively interval, . 
perhaps it may be at too remote a ſeaſon, as I 

cannot inen forget the pleaſures] enjoy ed 
H 2 in 
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in the company of my friends, or immedi- 
ately loſe a tender regret that they are paſt. 
However, amidſt the many unpleaſing interrup- 
tions of our ſocial joys, and the incidents that 
frequently occur, todamp the refined ſatisfactions 


of ſincere and diſintereſted friendſhip ; it is a 


reviving thought, that there is a world ſubject to 


no viciſſitude, no imperfedtion; but compleat 


in bliſs, where friendſhin, immortal friend{hip 


. will be perpetuated, and glow with celeſtial ar- 


dour. To that ſerene clime, to thoſe fair, de- 


lighiful manſions, I tranſmit my views, under 
the preſent impreſſions. Pp 


The company aſſociated with me on the jour- 


ney, ſtudied to render themſelves agreeable by 
every obliging attention. We were unanimous in 


our curioſity of viewing thoſe ſeats. of the nobi- 
lity, contiguous to the road we trayelled ; there- 
fore we paid a viſit to the Duke of —'s rural re- 
treat, which indeed is a very magnificent ſtruc- 
ture. The family being abſent, ſavoured a minute 


inſpection of the ſpacious apartments, orna- 


mented with curious tapeſtry and paintings. 


The gardens are planned in the ſineſt taſte, and 


exhibit the moſt lovely proſpect imaginable; but 


the deſcending ſhowers, prevented our extenſive _ 


rambles through the flowery lawns, the ſhady 
groves, and all the variegated ſcenery of nature, 
| ; and 
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ceeded on our journey to 
tiful city exceeded the expectations I had formed 


(%% 


and precipitated our return to the vehicle of 
n ö : | a 


The next day's journey brought us to 


In the evening we went to view the Duke of 


's ſeat, where we were. again entertained 
wit! magnificent appearances. The paintings 


were numerous, and exquiſitely. beautiful. I 
regretted the want of time to examine atten- 


tively, the curioſities of that fine collettion; be- 
ing particularly pleaſed with finiſhed perform- 
ances, which ſeem to me, the ſucceſsful efforts 
of genius. in the art, though I pretend to 'ne-- 


critical judgment in it. But it was inconvenient. 


to prolong our ſtay in thoſe delighiſul apart- 


ments: we thereſore quitted them with ſome re- 


luctance, repaired to the inn, and then pro- ; 
—. This beau 


of it, from deſcription; but as you have reſided 
there ſome years paſt, I need not enlarge on 

this ſubject. We had proceeded but a little Way 
on the laſt ſtage of this day's journey, till che 
evening ſhades advanced; but to ſoften that in- 


convenience the regent of night ſhone with un- 
clouded elfulgence, and preſented us with the 


moſt enchanting views of the river + „that 


glides along that part of the country, and ex- 
ceedingly beautifies the proſpedt. Cynthia 
H „ beaming 


8 


ſtream, had the hnelt effe&t upon” the eye 
* 


Thus, my dear Juliet, I have given you a 
Hittle-ſketch of my late excurſion, which was 
" happily perfected without the intervention of 
any alarming accident. How highly indebted 


are we to that divine Providence, which guards | 


us in all © our ways! 


Vou will be defirous of knowing the ſucceſs 


j def my Lottery Ticket, for which I was obliged 
3 to Matilda's generoſity. After a variety of 


pretty conjettures, natural J ſuppoſe, on ſuch 


- occaſions, I received an account of its being 
drawn a blank—abſolutely a blank, about a fort- 
night after the drawing of the Lottery com- 


ſuſpenſe, had not much time afforded to build 


employment of the adventurers for theſe for. 
tuitous acquiſitions. Indeed, from a rational 


-plan-I had formed in my mind, for the diſpoſal 


believe it would be realized, and rather regretted 


Juliet! what a fantaſtic chafe of ſhadows are we 


an engaged! in! I ſhall tire you with no more 
Wit | impertinence 


beaming her gentle luſtre upon the cry ſtal 


-menced: ſo that I was not detained long in 


caſtles in the air, which I ſuppoſe is the frequent 


ol a conſiderable ſum, I was ſtrongly inclined to 


the tantalizing diſappointment. Ah! my dear 


ih 


* 


. 
impertinence at preſent; but reſerve the reſt 
to another opportunity. I am, with grateful 


reſpetts to you and yours, 


4 g 


Your obliged and affeftionate Friend, &c. 


LETTER XXXv. 


« 3 


Dear Madam, 


Diſembarked on Friday laſl, and was quite well 
1 the whole time. The Captain provided 
genteelly for us; much better than 1 expected, 


and behaved in a very obliging manner to his 


timorous, inexperienced adventurers. The weas 


ther was delightfully ſerene; and every thing 
conſpired to render the voyage agreeaMe. As a: 
material completion of all theſe ſatisfactions, the 


dear expectants of my arrival were in perfect 


health, and congratulated my return, after: ſo 


long an abſence, with the tendereſt aſfection. 


4 
1 


What a magnificent ſcene does the ſea prey 


ſent! The numerous fleet of ſhips, Which ac- 


_ companied our progreſs through the vaſt world 
of waters at this tranquil ſeaſon, deſtined to dif- 
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ſerent ports, combined in the ſervice of com- 
merce, charged with no boſtile commiſſion from, 
any quarter of the globe; greatly enlivened and 
adorned the proſpect. Some cloſely aſſociated, 


| others leſſening to the view, according to their 
\ refpetiive diſlances: all ſeeming to glide with 
perfect ſerenity and imperceptible expedition 


throuph the great deep, whilſt the boundleſs 


firmaiment formed an azure canopy over our 


heads, ſplendidly illuſtrious with the ſolar rays, 
which hehe evening were exchanged for the 


| mild effulgence of the queen of night, majeſti- 
. cally attended with all her ſtarry train, beaming 


their united, gentle influence on the undulating 


. waves. A ſcene ſo tranſcendent in beauty and 
| grandeur recalled to my remembrance thoſe fine 


lines 1 in Milton' s morning Hy mn. 


Thheſe are thy glorious works, Parent of Good ! 

|  Almity ! Thine this univerſal frame, 

- Thus wond'rous fair: Thyſelf, how won®'rous then! | 

5 Unſpeakable.— | | 


I am now waiting | the pleaſing aſſurance of 


US your improved ſtate of health, Lucinda's ſafe 


return, the little anecdotes you can collect fiom 


my favourite Lavinia, and that diverſity of ele- 


\ gant ſentiment, you are ſo well qualified to be- 


flow for the improvement of your humble corre- 


| ſpondent; and am, with due reſpett and gra- 


de, 
Toe * Your obliged, Rc. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXVI. 


1 


gn day I was U with yours, which 45 


Dear "yg „ 5 N 


brings me an account of your excellent 


mother's gradual recovery, in which I ſincerely _ 
participate your joy, and hope it will ſoon be 75 
perfefied, by an entire reſtoration of health. 1 
am entertained, and agreeably ſurpriſed with: 
your rapid advancement in claſſical learning, and ; 
the facility with which you proceed in every 
other department of your education. Yet, after | 
all, my dear, remember that your ſcientific atiain- 
ments, and whatever elſe we call polite accom- 
pliſhmeats, are extremely ſuperſicial, unaceompa- 
nied with religion. This is our true dignity, and 
from this, the refinements of education derive 
their real luſtre. Art may form the,mgre out- 
ſide Gentleman; but only grace, the Chriſtian: * 
this is your grand concern, your important in⸗ 
tereſt, your conſummate happineſs: as on this, 
not only temporal, but eternal felicity awfully 
depends. May you then, my dear Henry, be 
richly ſupplied with all ſpiritual bleſſings! fur- 
niſhed with that knowledge that is eſſential to 
ſalvation, the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, the 
only Saviour. May you be taught the ſublime 
| ; ; Pinan 
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precepts of Chriſtianity, by the unerring Spirit, 
that divine and efficacious in ſtrudtor. By him 
may you be enlightened, comforted; and eſta- 
bliſhed in the path of rectitude. Then you will 
indeed eſteem Wiſdom's ways eligible and de- 
lightful, and comprehend the extenſive mean- 
ing of thoſe engaging epithets by which they 
are delineated, viz. pleaſure and peace: not 
viſionary, not delufive; but ſolid and ſubſtantial. 


You will readily excuſe me from enlarging on 
this ſubject; it is perhaps tob ſublime and ſerious 
to engage your ſpeculation at this early age. 
Yours is but the dawn of life; yet, my dear 
Henry, you can ſcarce imbibe theſe principles 

too ſoon. They ought to tincture evety open- = 
ing idea, and breathe their aromatic perfume 
on the expanding bloſſom. But if they do not 
adminiſter any preſent advantage, yet I enjoy a 
peculiar” pleaſure in addreſſing you in this man- 
ner. If the paper, through the partiality of 
friendſhip, through an affection to novelty in 
my young correſpondent, or in any other acci- 
dental way, ſhould happen to be preſerved and 
meet with the reviſal of your maturer judgment, 
perhaps, at a time when I may be entirely dif- 5 
engaged from every temporary concern, and 
diſmiſſed from preſent ſcenes ; then, at that re- 
moter period, if any thing I now write, ſhauld 
| * : Ke: 


f 


(991 


hat 


be ſubſervient in the leaſt degree, to your happi- 
neſs, the thought is reviving, and affords the 
moſt refined ſatisſaction. My beſt reſpects wait 


on Mrs. L Intercede, my dear Henry, in 
your own perſuaſive terms, for the expeditious. 
arrival of a long leuer from her, which will 
oblige 


Yours affektionately, &e, 


— 


LE T TER XXXVIIL 


1 Con ſtantia, 


23 


Tf IS poſt brings me two of your letters; the 
one (intercepted in the arrival) preſents 
an account of dear Mrs. F——'s extreme weake 

© "neſs, to which a protrafted ſcene of complicated 
| ſufferings had reduced the mortal fabric ; the 

other is charged with the folemn meſſage of her 
death! which, though gradual, expetted, and 
ſeemingly. prolonged, is a folemn meſſage flill, 
But I hope in our meditations on this awful 
event, connefted with all thoſe circumſtances ; 
preceding and attending it, we may have cauſe 
on her account to rejoice, and humbly venture 

to Sonder her now, as a happy ſpirit, invelled _ 
with 


1 94% 

wich glory and immortality; eſcaped from a 
- painful priſon, in which the had long ſighed, be- 
ing burthened, and for ever diſengaged from the 
cares, affections, and temptations of a vain and 

- finful world. How delightful! How reviving 
+ the idea! How inconceivably happy the ex- 
change! In this view then let us contemplate 
5 our dear tranſlated friend, which will throw a 
Juftre on all thoſe melancholy ideas, which 
© ſhade the remembrance of her ſufferings, and 
the gloomy train that will ariſe from a ſenſibi- 
bo lity of our own loſs, in ſo valuable a friend. 


But here, an affecting ſcene opens, and a more 
important ſufferer claims my attention. If we have 
loſt a friend, what has her dear child loſt! A 
parent, in whom ſhe enjoyed the moſt deſirable 
| "advantages and bleſſings ; judicious to correct, 
— inftruR, adviſe, perſuade! I am moſt tenderly 
concerned on Seliem's account, and cannot un- 
Told half of thoſe ideas that engage wy mind on 
this detached conſideration, 
. J hope the ſuperintendeney of her future edu- 
"cation will be committed to a perſon of judg- 
= ment and piety; and that the alfeftionate, ſym- 
1 pathizing friend; will be happily blended with 
the other-excellencies of her character. Preſent 
| my alfeQionae falutations to the tender orphan : 
* bring 
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bring her with you, the firſt 7% you can favour 2 
me with. Lucy will particularly rejoice in ſo 
agreeable an allociate. _ Ns 


9 


I am, dear Conſtantia, 


Aﬀectionately-yours, &c. 


LETTER XXXVIIL 


Dear Caroline, 


% <1 f 
> * 


v late expedition Was not 3 wich the 


ſucceſs I hoped for; but I am apt ſome- : : 


times to form my hopes, agreeable to my wiſhes, 
and not to the nature of things, In this (Cong; 
. of.. diverſified expeCtation, we are ſubject to in- 
numerable diſappointmenis; ; however, there i is 
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an innate ſatisfaction in purſuing the path we, — 


think right, and we ought to be reconciled to 

the event, under ſuch a procedure. Accept my 

thanks, dear Caroline, for your kind attention 
to the buſineſs, I took the liberty to recom- 

mend, and for the exertion of your influence in 

favour of the diſtreſſed Ophelia. An agreeable” 
| revolution has ſmiled upon her circumſtances, 


by a numerous and beneyolent ſubſcription % 
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ber little manuſcript, which is not ambitious of 


literary fame, but deſirous of ſecuring the ap- 


probation of her patronizing friends. Dejected 
merit, ſeems to raiſe its drooping head by theſe 


means, and I hope the remainder of lite will 


paſs with tranquility. 


Yu and I, my dear Caroline, have been little 
acquainted with theſe humiliating viciflitudes ; 
but while we continue here, we are equally ex- 


poſed to them. May we always maintain that 


affeftionate concern for others, which we would 
wiſh to experience ourſelves in an unhappy re- 


-verſion. Alas! how little does the world in 
general act upon this principle? Thoſe who 


profeſs themſelves friends in the ſunſhine of 


proſperity, often withdraw their pretenſions 


under the rigorous climate of adverſity, and 


ſcarce ſeem to know you, under ſuch unfavour- 


able declenſions. But I drop this unpleaſing 


fubje ct; and preſenting you the united reſpects 
and good wilhes of our little circle, remain 


1 


* a | 
Aſſectionately yours. 
* * 
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vil L. E. TRR. 

| Dear Friend, 45 „„ jb 
FTHE combination of anxieties that oppreſs 

my dear Lavinia's penſive mind (ſo pathe- 

_ tically enumerated.in her letter) will, I hope, in 

a little time be ſucceeded by fairer proſpects, 
which will afford a pleaſing refreſhment” to her 
fatigued and diſconcerted ſpirits. Let not my«#* 

dear friend indulge an apprehenſive, diffident 
temper. Aſpire after that patience; that fort» 
tude, that mild reſignation {o neceſſary to en- 1 

counter adverſity. The humiliating ' reverſion = 

1 you have experienced, is only a temporary ons 

Your moſt eſſential, your immortal felicity in « > 
far better life, may perhaps be advanced, nay 0 : 
ſecured, by it. That conſideration, 1 hof! 
think, ought to ſilence every complaint. 1 am 
convinced, my dear Lavinia, that the refine- - 
ments of your education, the delicacy of your ©. 

_ temper, the tender and endearing alliances you 
have ſurvived, all conſpire to give you a nice 
ſenfibilty of your preſent inferior ſituation. 
You have converſed familiarly, with the various 
difficulties and ſolicitudes that attend a” limited 
dependance; have been obligedto make that nice, 
prudential calculation of erpence in every fri 
A 1 
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I 
volous particular, which is quite foreign to my ” 
Lavinia, and not only your :genefous, but your 
- juſt diſpoſition, has often been perplexed by un- 
expected, and inevitable contingencies. Through 
the inattention of ſummer friends, whoſe afflu- 
ence might materially aſſiſt and relieve, uu 
ſeem to be a ſolitary individual, detached from 
your uſual connections, left to ſiruggle through © 
an unfriendly region, not one hoſpitable roof 
ready to entertain, on the generous plan of dif 
33 intereſted friendſhip, the unſettled, the unpro- 
2 3 1 vided pilgrim; and a variety of aſſiduous efforts. 
1 bor a beneficial deſignation. defeated. 


* 


i fincerely ſympathize with you, my 1 
. but, be not diſcouraged: the cares of a 


= 
— 


reſent life are apt too deeply to depreſs our ³⁵³ 
4; we ſhould endeavour to guard againſt | 
= their diſquieting influence. It is natural indeed * 
"I 0 long for an exemption ſrom them, and to de- I 
"fire that ſerene ſituation. Mr. Pope has fo ele. 75 
ganily deſcribed, Which ſeems to exhibit a ler- 
eſtrial paradiſe. 
TE, 8 How happy is the holy hermit's tf. 
+365 The world forgetting, by the world forgot | 
© Eternal ſunſhine of the ſpotleſs mind, - 


OE. * * Each pray'r accepted, and cb asg d, 
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and unbounded. Goodneſs. There is our only | Y | 


_ + melodious ſinger of our Iſrael, Doctor 
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Oh, grace divine! Oh, virtue heavenly fair! 
Divine oblivion of low-thoughted care! , 

| Freſh blooming hope! gay daughter of the ſky 1 | 
And faith, ourearly immortality. ! | 
Enter each mild, each amicable gueſt ; 
Receive, 1 W be me in eternal reſt, = 


1 


But wait with becoming patience che gracious | 
reſult of divine diſpenſations; we are very incom- 
petent judges of their nature and deſign; with too 
inquifitive a temper, apt to miſinterpret bob. 
Let us humbly commit ourſelves, and every fu, | 
ture event to the diſpoſal of infinite Wiſdom, 


R * 


ſure anchor of hope, amidſt the threatening. 2 l 3 
waves of this tempeſtuous ſea, on which we arg = 
embarked, till we arrive at the deſirable: baren 3 
'of. eternal reſt, Remember, Lavinia, how the”. | Y 
V a 
has painted the magnificent ſcenes, chat riſe der — 


5 1 


hind the curtain of mortality. {2 "A 


| There is and of pose deln LR 4 
Where ſaints immortal reign; 2 2 3 
Err day excludes the night, En PE 5 
And Nen baniſh . „ 3 


There everlaſiing ſpring bid, 


And never with'ring flowers; 
Death, like a narrow ſea! Gd 7 
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| * N 4 | | Sweet fields, beyond the ſwelling 
1 5 Stand dreſt in living green: 
—_ So to the Jews, old Canaan flood, 
i While Jordan roll'd between. 
j Oh! | could we make theſe doubts remove, 
2 II)meſe gloomy doubts that riſe; 
1 And ſee the Canaan that we love, | 
3 i Wich unbeclouded eyes. 4 
Could we but climb where Moſes food, 
IR" And view the landſcape o'er, | 
Not Jordan's ſtream, nor death's cold lend, 9.1 
' weren 3 


EN is only there we can enjoy unwoleſled 
ee, and congratulate our perfect ſecurity 
from every future tempeſt. May this be our 
- bappy inheritance through the infinite merits of 


wilderneſs, will be gloriouſly recompenſed. 
Adieu. When any alleviation is indulged my 
dear Lavinia, no one will ſhare in it more ſin - 
= and een. than her 
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Dear Friend, 


* debe 8 will 9 ſo m a 

A. repetition of my correſpondence, when 1 
am permitted by a benevolent Lady of my ac- 
quaintance (to whom I communicated her pre- 
ſent embarraſſments) to requeſt her acceptance 


of the encloſed bank note, accompanied with 
| ſincere, wiſhes for your improved tranquility:; 
and if a journey here was convenient, the gene- 
rolity of her temper would be indulged, by 
aſſigning you an apartment in her houſe, nll 
{ome eligible appointment offered. I would not 


have my dear friend heſitate in the acceptance 
of this kind propoſal : the Lady's native. dels 


cacy will confer theſe particular obligations 
my Lavinia, with all that eaſy, encouraging aa, 


bility, and with all that ſympathetic tenderneſs 


too, that her preſent- perplexed ſituation claims, 
Ales! what ſhoulbwe do in this climateiof pers 
petual, variation, if ſome. generous. ſpirits: were | . 

not interſperſed bere and there, whoſe affluence if 


empowered them to alleviate the temporary in- 


ſelicities of mortality? It is à duty incumbent 43 


on thoſe Who are entruſted with enlarged” . 
thes, and one of the moſt delightful duties ab 
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e 
nevolent heart can be engaged in. Here, in a 
moſt emphatie Tenſe, virtue is its on reward. 5 
What pity that: theſe ſtars of the firſt magnitude, 

ſhould appear ſo ſeldom, and ſparkle withrſo 
. a luſtce 1 in our r cloudy e e apo ob 


& 1 Voie weit wy dear Lavinia, my deren 
my diſpirited friend, on whom poverty threatens 
to impreſs her chilling hand, and impoſe her 
cumberous weight of anxieties: embrace this 
providential aſylum ; regard not the littte punc- 
tilios of dreſs, if not altogether” ſo elegant ane 
faſhionable as Lavinia has been accuſtomed to 
wear. Theſe are mere outward things, and do 
not deſerve the name of a recommendation; 
nothing lefs than intrinſic merit, is entitled to 
chat, which is greatly independant on exterior 
appearances, and conffders them with that de“ 
ge of indifference they deſerve; any. farthes 

San oni ſts with nee and . ” 


The legume e e of your inns fide» 
tion, would not ſuit your preſent inferior expec- 
tations, nor would. they fit with. that becoming 
eaſe on my. Lavinia, wheſe mind was detained 
in the moſt intereſting ſuſpenſe; relative to her 
future deſlination.. I confeſs, the obligations 
derived from alliance (though remote) and a pre- 
vious Jong; bed 4 hoes ns as tbey- 


at; pn” | 8 5 ſeem 


Ui 24 


feem-more naturally to be expected, could theres 
fore more eaſtly be embraced ; but if - theſe are 
not voluntarily offered, or even complied with; 
would Lavinia decline thoſe that are? By no 
means; I expeft therefore, your thankful: ac« _ 
quieſcence in the invitation, and ſhall wait your. 
arrival here, (when you inform me of the time) 
with all the aſſiduity of a ſincere, though humble 
friend, ready to introduce you to one, whale _ 
generoſity annexed to that name, is empowered 
by the elevation of circumſtance to grant * a 
welcome ee 16 n 261, h IM 


. * 


I am, 


Smypathorcally yours, Kc. 


vw 
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3 Dear Madam, 1 4 7 ; TR o 


"lh. 


* Conſiderable. portion of fleeting « al 8 
elapſed, ſince I was favoured with a letter | 
zrom you. I am unwilling to adinit the mortify. 
ng ſuppoſition, that you have forgot me, or that 
ou do not intend to repeat your indulgences ; 
but. rather impute it, to the oy engage ments 
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you have had; on Philander's nxt, whoſe 
misfortune gave me a molt ſenſible concern. 

But a late letter from Mr. G mentioned 
his being better, and I hope now, all your cares 

are recompenſed in his perfect recovery. I wait 

to have the pleaſing hope confirmed, and ſhould 
be glad to be aſſured of the improved ſtate of 
your own health, which uſed to be . 1 

6 interruptions. . 


The mmwenble Aurelia alle a i foie e 
with us, on her return home from her extenſive 
travels, and inſiſted on my accompanying her to 
Mr. met us at York, where we 
Raped a few days. Ii being the race week, the 
city was enlivened with company; but as we . 
ſhared in none of the public diverſions,” the time | 
was chiefly employed in viſits, -and viewing the 
curiolities of the place; among which, the Ca- 


4 thedral bears the pre- emmnenas.” Tue magnifi- 8 

. cence of the ſacred edifice, the grandeur, ele- 

4 | gance, and variety of the monumental orna- 

4 ments, and the. antiquities preſerved for the in- 

3 Ipeftion of the curious, afſett the mind with a 

5 1 e and invite 10 ſedate, Tecol- 

t 78 

} "a. as you take your ſequel ered walk 

1 ere ſpacious aiſles, contemplacion i is pre- 

% 5 * 3 4 2 
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ſemted with the fubjefs of the dine importance. 
The venerable repoſitories of the once animated 
clay, waiting the illuſtrious morning of the re- 
ſurrection, to awake to an immortal exiſtence, 
furniſh a theme of the moſt intereſting medita- 
tion. With what expreſſive eloquence do the 
mouldering reliques circulate leſſons of humility, 
| peace, forbearance, charity, mildneſs, gentleneſs; ; 
and that univerſal benevolence, which ought 10 
diſtinguiſh, and adorn humanity! Here, every 
rude pale of paſhon is huſhed in univerſal ſilence, 
and every vain competition reſigned! How 
emphatically i is the, improvement-of the preſent = 
uncertain hour enforced ” and an unremitted 
ardour to ſecure a bleſſed eternity excited ] In 
| theſe awful receſſes,” the little terreftrial diſtinc- | 
tions, that glitter with ſo much importance in ; 
the eye, in our moments of fantaſtic levity, 
and gay diſſipation, ſeem totally annihi- = 
lated! The bloom of beauty; the ſplendour of . = 
affluence z the pomp of Ges Kees vaniſh into 9 
air, SF: | e 325 bs = 


— A ; ; by a 1 


And like the baſeleſs fabric of a viſion, 
Leave not a wreck behind. 


N me, dear Madam, to adorn my letter 
with a few lines ſelected from Dr. Young's | 
Nazht ene gene n ol n at e ſo excellent 
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in my timlion; that I ſcarce know which to 
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From objects low, terreſtrial and obſcene, "LES . 
And ſhews the real eſtimate of things, . | 1 
Wick no man unaffjifted ; ever lan - 17: 5 

8 temptation in a thouſand lies. 


Truch bids me look on men as autumn leaves, - Ae 
5 700 And all tbey bleed for, as the ſummerd duſt 


N 15 prefer; but the following have a direti alluſion 
to the preſent Ke | 


The man how bleſt, a 170 ſcenes, Pr 
(Scenes apt to thruſt between us, and ourſelves): 


Is led by choice to take his fay rite walk, ll . 
Beneath death's gloomy, ſilent, hy ſhades,” 3 \ 
Unpierc'd by vanity's fantaſtic ray; © N » 
To read his monuments, to weigh his duſt, 

/ Viſit his vaults, and dwell among the tombs ! | 
Lorenzo read with me, Narciſſaꝰs ſtone z . 8 Ms 


 {Narcifſa was thy fay'rite) let me read 
Her motal flone ; few Doctors pouch fo well, . | 
"Few Orators'fo tenderly can touch 1 ras y 


Ds The feeling heart. What 9 7 | 
| eee ee nem we ſ ee 


Faint images of what we here enjoy. . 
What cauſe have we to build on length of life? 
© Temptations ſeize, when fear 1s laid 5 80% . N J 
nd il forchoded, 18 our Mengen 1 1 3 g | 


„ WT an bumble hike, | 


- Truth, radiant goddeſs!- ſallies on my ſoul, . 


And puts deluſion's duſky train to flight; 
Diſpels the miſt our ſultry paſſions raiſe, 


Pulls off the veil from virtues riſing charms! 


Die n Ana whirlwind ; lighted by her beams ö 
I widen 


2 9 \ 
19 43 5 


"7 nor 1; | 


81 widen my ene gain nevepowers, | 

See things inviſſible, feel things remote, 

Am preſent with futurities ; think nought : 

To man ſo foreign, as the joys poſſeſt, 29%" 
"om ſo much 227 as thoſe beyond the We OR 


We purſued our journey i to ——, with 
greater alacrity after this-agreeable intermiſſion, 
where I paſſed ſix weeks with my engaging 
friends, and am lately returned n Our 
e 2 attend you and Pg e PATTON 
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Sir Sr my 88 Would enter 85 9 
2 tain a thought ſo injurious. to friendſhip, * "ol 
chat ſhe could have invented a worſe apology for - 


her long filence ? I hope it will be diſcarded for . 1 3 
the future, and that you will adopt more .con- i 
ſtent, more ſavourable ſentiments. of . your 1 


bumble, correſpondent. But I am ſorr 17 you": 
Indifpolngen. way any. Nu in the 7 1 wh 


- 
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tion, and rejoice in the alleviation of 1 it. I con- 


ſo well adapted to your choice, and rendered 
1 eligible by ſo many convenient bleſſings. You 
fr - have been highly favoured of heaven, indulged 


many years of diſtinguiſhed ſelicity. The re- 
moteneſs of your modeſt manſien (where ele- 
gance and ſimplicity are ſo happily blended) 
from the hurry of life, I know will be agreeable 
to your contemplative diſpoſition; and the in- 


VP A ea us 
. e „ * * 


your benevolent mind to plan ſchemes for im- 
parting felicity to others. To relieve the indi- 
gent, 10 2dminiſter the lenient balm of conſola- 


well ſuited to your refined taſte. 


1 have been lately 8 and improved the 


who ſhare liberally in your late ſettlement; the 


lined viſiting the well frequented apartment 8 
13 D , as its uſual attractives had deſerted it. 1 
: "i could beak as pathetically as you do, on this 
22 tender theme! I ſometimes 7 70 an r im- 
WY „ FonverTation at Mr. There 
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| 1 you have derived 1050 "OE the late afflic- 


gratulate you that your new ſituation in life is 


. with its peculiar ſmiles, and I hope will enjoy 


dependancy of your circumſtances will enable 


Mido. 


tion to the dillreſſed, &c, &c. will be offices | 


opportunity of viſiting your agreeable relations, 


i 3 peculiar advantages of which, in a ſmall meaſure - 
EF - | reconcile the diſtance of your removal. I de- 


* 3 = 
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religious ſubjeQs, (the moſt edifying and impor- 


tant) are introduced wich the utmoſt propriety, 
and inveſtigated with mutual candour and humi- 
tity, to which your correſpondent lends an at- 
tentive ear. Mrs. — | 
viſit to her relations at —. Our pious 
friend, Mrs. 1 "TO has finiſhed. her 
painful warfare, and hope has attained to per- 


has lately been on a 


| fe ſelicity. I think ſhe behaved with exem= 


plary patience and reſignation, under ſome of 
the ſevereſt trials of humanity. Her complicated 
afflictions reflected a luſtre on the ſufferer: a 
frame ſo enervated, and helpleſs as infancy, en- 
. countering all the inconyeniences of indigence, 
deriving the chief of her ſmall ſupport from the 
caſual bounty of a few friends, exhibited all the 
| ſuffering graces in a conſpicuous point of view. 
Religion! celeſtial viſitant! how great are thy 
triumphs! how celebrated thy viktories! only, | 


to be exceeded by thy immenſe rewards, - 


Ah! my dear e and 1 have never. 
experienced a ſuffering ſtate, united with ex- 
treme poverty. If that ſhould ever prove our de- 


ſignation, may we be provided with the requiſite 


| ſupports of a triumphant faith, and joyful hope; 
and by frequently realizing that tender and in- 
tereſting ſcene in our imagination, may we cul- 


tivate a ſpirit of benevolence to the whole Wy 


( 110 ) ö 


man race, and according to our abilities, and 
the occaſions preſented, be ready to diribure, 
willing to communicate, 


| My beſt reſpetis wait on the family in gene- 
ral; favour me with frequent letters, which will 
always contribute to the improvement of 


Your aff. Tionate Friend, 


L ET TE R XIII. 


Eve dear Friend, 


EAR Judianags letter "Cy me thif 
morning at breakfaſt, and added an intel- 
lectual, to he atural refreſhment ; conveying 
the icceptat.' 0 information that I am ſoon to en- 
joy the pleaſure of your company for a ſeaſon, 
Lou proceed to give me ſome account of your 
amiable fiſter. And though her recovery is not 
ſo peicephible, or immediate as we could all wiſh, 
yet we "ought to be thankful for the dawnings of 
it, and particularly ſo, for that reſignation, nay 
more, that happy ſerenity of temper, ſhe is en- 
abled, invariably to teſtify, under the afflidtive 
diſpenſation. The king of 1 terrors, inſtead of a 
| | menacing 


. menacing aſpeR, ſeems to wear an angel's ſace, 


VVV 


in her imagination, and to approach with the moſt 
acceptable commiſſions. How judiciouſſy you 
reaſon on this tender ſubject! In the emaciated 
Belinda we have the accuracy of your reflections 
exemplified. e OE Og 
P 


My dear is in the count ſurveyin 
the bounty of Providence in a plet tiful W 
1 am delighted with the pious Pſalmiſt's deſcrip- 
tion of ſuch a ſcene, who paints it with inimi- 
table liſe ang beauty. 9 


1 a my dear Judiana, for her benevolent 
wiſhes; they breathe the true ſpirit of piety, and 
are the amiable tranſcript of her excellent heart. 3 4 
Give me leave to return mine for my friend in 
the ſame pathetic language. In vain I Tearch 
for a happier mode of expreſſion. In this, as in 
every other, reſpect, Judiana claims à decided A 
ſuperiority. Your dear ſiſter is included in my 2 
affectionate reſpetts. - Waiting the ns , 
of wy 2 8 by YOUr 1 | 


jp 
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LETTER XIIV. 
. Madam, 


1 poſt I received a ſecond letter from 
Charles, ſince I wrote to ——, both which 


contain unſatisfactory accounts of you, as I per- 


ceive you have been ſubject to frequent com- 


plaints ever ſince his return; but the laſt letter 


preſented me an occaſion of joy in a very im- 
portant particular, as dear Selina has recovered 
the ſmall-pox, though attended with dangerous 


ſymptoms. The effeQts of your ſolicitude dur- 
ing that interval, I imagine are moſt perceptible 
now, as your care of her, in a ſituation ſo criti- 


cal, would interfere with every thought concern- 
ing yourſelf: I am glad you were enabled to aft 
in that painful capacity (rendered more ſo, by”. 
the apprebenſion of danger) under ſo many cir- 
ances of perſonal indiſpoſition, and that 
Fou were not obliged to transfer thoſe tender 
offices, which the occaſion required. I hope 
ache fine air of ——= will compleat the recovery 
of both, and that you will reſide there the whole 
ſummer, not permitting inferior concerns to 
deprive you of one of the greata8 —_— to 


| health, 


2 Mrs. 


Fe: 
* 
F a; 


0 1 1 
Mrs. T * leh would convey a griking a 
memento to the gay world; but they are fre- 

| quently too buſy or too happy to attend long to 


ſuch ſilent, ſolemn lectures. How faint the im- 
preſſion rey make ! How ſoon obliterated ! 


I remember ſhe was once the, ſubject of our 
converſation, when I was at „ and from | 
thence conclude that ſhe n life in the 
bloom of beauty, and ſplendour of affluence! | 
but theſe are empty names at that important 1 
period! How emphatically does the univerſal 
Conqueror inſcribe vanity on all hüman diſtinc- 
tions and enjoy ments! e 


| 1 purſues TX audies with aſſiduity and g 
delight, Lexpect to ſee him at the approaching 
recels, though I believe he is ſo much devoted b 
to his literary improvements, that he could very  * 1 
well diſpenſe without an intermiſhon, But I 1 
cannot. ſo eaſily reſign the pleaſure that proſpe& 2 
| affords me. I ſhall eſteem it a particular favour 
to hear from you when an acceptable opportu- 
nity offers; and to have every hope concern» 
ing you, and dear Selina more frequently con- 
firmed : aſſuring you, whatever relates to the 
e of either, conſtitutes a material part of 


- Your obliged and affectionate Friend's. 
K 3 5 LETTER 
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8 Henry, 


HE late . preſents to my mind a 

train of intereſting reſlections, ſome of 
which permit me to communicate, as I hope 
they may be conducive to your advantage. In 
this, I comply with the prevailing dictates of a 
| benevolent friendſhip, to which religion unites 
her commanding influence: under the ſanction 
of ſuch pleas, the freedom of the preſent addreſs 
requires no gy 


Your reſidence, Sir, in my family, at occa- 
ſional periods, has ſubmitted to my obſervation _ 
ſome events in which the mercy of God has 
been particularly evidenced towards you; your 
health having been renewed after frequent in- 
diſpoſitions, and your preſervation repeatedly 
aſcertained in imminent dangers. Theſe re- 
markable interpoſals of divine Providence ought 
to awaken your ſerious attention, as they de- 
mand your perpetual gratitude. | Study then, 
what returns are due from a dependant creature 
to the Almighty Creator, Preſerver, and Bene- 
factor. Surely unprejudiced reaſon will acknow- 
Nabe . che inceſſant acknowledgments of a 
> 55 * cure, 5 


2 


. „ 
grateful heart, accompanied with a life of ſin- 
cere, uniform, perſevering obedience, the only 


genuine declaration of your gratitude, are moſt 


/ juſtly due. Review, then, with deep concern, 
every unhappy deviation from the ſacred path of 


duty; implore the divine forgiveneſs, for the 


ſake of the bleſſed Jeſus; believe in his precis 


ous merits to abſolve you from the guilt of all 


your fins, and to procure grace to enim 
convert; and en, you. 


When this happy change is effected, Wit. 


dom s ways will be your deliberate and volun- 


tary choice: you will experience that they are 


ways of pleaſantneſs, and that all her flowery 
paths are peace: the divine commands, in which | 


your higheſt intereſt and felicity are conſulted; 
will be eaſy and delighiful, and the divine inſti- 
tutions amiable; for it is the humble appeal of 
every ſincere convert, Lord! I have loved the 
habitation of thine: houſe, and the place where 


thine Honour dwelleth ; and every other devo. 1 


tional exerciſe will be performed wich affec- 
tionate zeal. | 


. Ke. 
COS 


I hope I may congratulate you; Sir, on the 
commencement of a reformation. With plea- 


ſure I have obſerved every favourable dawning 


of it, and entertain the expectation of brighter 


* 
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appearances. 


{1 } 
appearances. Reſolutely encounter every oppo- 
Gtion, in an humble dependance on divine grace, 
and that grace will be ſufficient for you, in every 
time of need. I have occaſionally dropped an 
admonition, which did not ſeem unacceptable, 
and for this reaſon, hope the preſent will meet 
with a candid and gentle reception: if the mo- 
tive of our conduct is good, it is the beſt recom- 
mendation. In this inſtance then, I have rea- 
ſon to be ſatisfied, and more ſo, if ſucceſs at- 
tends it. I do not pretend to teach you any 
thing; but to remind you of what you know: 
and if you know theſe things, happy are you if 

you do them. I claim no ſuperiority, but in 

years. This you will readily admit me. One 
| who has paſſed the meridian, and entered on the 
evening of life, ought to reflect on its important 
antereſts, with maturer judgment and ſteadier at- 
tention: and as every period of time is uncer- 
tain, we ſhould endeavour to influence others to 
the beſt improvement ot it. "10 6 


I am, dear Henry, 


Sincerely yours, &c. 
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Dear Madam, 


I Received yours, which l eſteem a ese 
in a peculiar ſenſe, being ſenſible with 


* 


how much reluQtance you engage in that office, | 


and preſent you the thanks of our little circle 


for your kind concern for our welfare. I am 


ſorry to hear you have had ſuch indifferent 


health through the winter. The uncommon. 5 
dampnels of the ſeaſon would undoubtedly affe 


a delicate conſtitution; but as you juſtly ob- 
ſerve, they are happy, who are prepared for 


every event. The late dreadful hurricanes, at» _ 


tended with the moſt remarkable floods, have 
been ſrequent and extenſive ; exhibiting ſcenes” 


of peculiar diſtreſs in many parts of the king- 


dom. The London papers have tranſmitted very 


melancholy accounts, among which that from 
, is diſmal beyond expreſſion, We have 
great reaſon to adore the mercy of God in our 


preſervation amidſt theſe menacing convulſions 


of nature, and ought ſeriouſly to remember the 
awful operations of his hand. Happy for us, 
if the late alarming viſitations- Fred repen- 
tance and amendment. 


I think there is a juſt foundation for your 1 
5 of having but an ene reloth 
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wo company. athhe 3 ſeaſon; Re the 
national diſtreſs is great, and we ſeem involved 


in very important perplexities: but I fear the 
love of pleaſure is ſtill prevalent in its criminal 
excels, and that its deluded votaries (too many 
of them) will be apt to diſregard the admonitions 
of conſcience, though enforced by the moſt 


awful proſpects, and till to refer them to a more 


convenient, more diſengaged feaſon! It is a 
melancholy reflection that theſe places of pub- 
lic reſort, which are intended for the recovery 


of health, ſhould be ſo eminently devoted to the 


purpoſes of diſſipation, as ſuch a ſlate, one 
would imagine, would indiſpoſe for trifles, and 


ſtrike the mind with a deeper ſenſibility of the 


ungFance of time, 


T perceive, the encouragement you meet with 
from your friends, will be a powerful induce- 
ment to engage in a very extenſive trade. And 
here I apprehend your chief danger conſiſts: 
not only as you are peculiarly unqualified for it, 
by a precarious ſtate of health; but alſo from 
the very nature of a wholeſale trade, the un- 


- certainty of ſucceſs I ſhould think might eſſectu- 


ally determine you*againſt it: which uncertainty 
will preſerve you in a ſtate of anxiety, and in- 


terfere with any ſatisfaction you might otherwiſe 


enjoy. The motives to it are conſiderably lei- 
| | ſened, 
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ſened, as you ſeem to have a favourable proſpect 


of an extenſive retail trade, and upon a firm 


eſtabliſhment, The lauer may be conduttec 


with much more eaſe, whereas both would res A 


quire great additional expences, demand too en- 


tire an attention; conſume your time and ex- 
hauſt your ſpirits. In one word, it would ſub- 


ject you to many ingonveniences, involve you 


in numberleſs perplekities- 


| Admit there may be a proſpect, from a proſ- 


perous train of events, of acquiring a more con- 
ſiderable fortune, is that a ſufficient inducement 
to ſacrifice time, eaſe, and health! Unaceount- 
able infatuation! Suffer. not yourſelf, dear 
Madam, to be thus deluded. The world, I 


know, is a powerful interceſſor; but a grand 
enemy to our belt intereſts. The neceſſity or 
proſperity of things depends much on our cir- 
cumſtances in life; what may be eligible, what 


may be commendable in one perſon, is not ſo 
1n another, As you are placed by an indulgent” 


Providence, in a comfortable ſphere, deſire not 


he freedom and 5 ol your wind. 
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to enlarge a ſufficiency, by any immoderate ac- 
quiſitions; but purſue ſuch methods only of im- 


the fe a fortune as are perfectly confilent wah 5 


1 
l bave expreſſed my ſentiments on this ſubject 
with the utmoſt freedom, as I think it impor- 
tant. May we both be ſo- happy to view thoſe 
things that relate to our conduct in life, in the 
clear and impartial light of truth: free from 
thoſe diſguiſes in which they too. frequently re- 
preſent themſelves, and impoſe on the inconſi- 
ot derate mind; and under the powerful convic- 
tions of truth, may we ever be diſpoſed to direct 
our purſuits, and regulate our actions conform- 
ably to her heavenly dictates. We have but a 
| ſhort time to act upon the ſtage of life; but the 
manner how, is inconceivably important! Our 
united reſpects attend you. 
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I am, dear Madam, ſincerely yours, 


CLEMEN TINA. 


